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Thanksgiving Proclamation 


“In this year of liberation, which has 
seen so many millions freed from ty- 
rannical rule, it is fitting that we give 
thanks with special fervor to our 
heavenly Father for the mercies we 
have received individually and as a na- 
tion and for the blessings He has re- 
stored, through the victories of our 
arms and those of our allies, to His 
children in other lands. 

“For the preservation of our way of 
life from the threat of destruction; for 
the unity of spirit which has kept our 
nation strong; for our abiding faith in 
freedom; and for the promise of an en- 
during peace, we should lift up our 
hearts in thanksgiving. 

“For the harvest that has sustained 
us and, in its fullness, brought succor 
to other peoples; for the bounty of our 
soil, which has produced the sinews of 
war for the protection of our liberties; 
and for a multitude of private blessings, 
known only in our hearts, we should 
give united thanks to God. 

“To the end that we may bear more 
earnest witness to our gratitude to Al- 
mighty God, I suggest a nationwide 
reading of the Holy Scriptures during 
the period from Thanksgiving Day to 
Christmas. Let every man of every 
creed go to his own version of the 
Scriptures for a renewed and strength- 
ening contact with those eternal truths 
and majestic principles which have in- 
spired such measure of true greatness 
as this nation has achieved. 

“Now, therefore, I, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, President of the United 
States of America, in consonance with 
the joint resolution of the Congress ap- 
proved December 26, 1941, do hereby 
proclaim Thursday the 23d day of No- 
vember 1944 a day of National Thanks- 
giving; and I call upon the people of 
the United States to observe it by 
bending every effort to hasten the day 
of final victory and by offering to God 
our devout gratitude for His goodness.” 
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Representatives Report 


One policy of the United Lutheran Church which should receive em- 
phasis and appreciation is visits to the congregations by the delegates who 
have been their representatives at the biennial conventions. Already some 
of those who were sent last month to Minneapolis are telling their con- 
stituents “what our church did” at its fourteenth*biennial convention. 

Since the basis of representation is one clergyman and one layman “for 
each ten parishes or major fraction thereof,” synods can distribute assign- 
ments so as to avoid overburdening the individual delegates with too 
numerous appointments. Ideally the 2,842 “pastoral charges” determine the 
persons under obligations to make reports; practically the 4,064 congrega- 
tions that constitute the parishes are entitled to visits. But even in terms 
of the larger number, an average of eight churches per delegate is not too 
many to be served. 

The significant title given these gatherings is Post-convention Meetings. 
First authorized as an item of promotion two years ago at Louisville, they 
were inaugurated promptly through the synodical and conference divisions 
of the ULCA, and at once were seen to have constructive value: 1,209 
reports were returned in 1942 and ’43 to the Office of Promotion; 800 speak- 
ers were named as having participated; offerings provided $7,128.30, and 
therefrom total expenses of $6,525.44 were paid. 
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Praying on the Siegfried Line 

“I BELIEVE that I conducted the first 
American service in a captured fort of 
the Siegfried Line in Germany,” re- 
ports Chaplain Edward K. Rogers. 

“Shell and mortar fire of the enemy 
made the holding of services outside 
impossible,” Chap- 
lain Rogers ex- 
plains. “I found a 
company head- 
quarters in a cap- 
tured fort which 
had a large room 
underground. That 
became the church, 
and there we set up our little altar case 
and used the order of evening prayer in 
our service hymnals. 

“My last service there was held this 
past Sunday, when a hundred men rev- 
erently prayed and sang old familiar 
hymns. It was a strange place to wor- 
ship, but God surely heard our 
prayers.” 

Chaplain Rogers was formerly pastor 
of the First Lutheran Church, Warren, 
Pa. He has been decorated for repeated 
acts of courage in ministering to his 
men in conditions of extreme danger. 


Expects a long life 

“WirHIn my lifetime,” says the Rev. 
Ivan Lee Holt, Methodist bishop, “I 
fully expect a union of the Baptist and 
Disciples of Christ churches, a union of 
the Congregational Christian and-Evan- 
gelical and Reformed, a union of the 
Methodist and Protestant Episcopal 
churches.” 


Leaders meet without archbishop 


Dr. Witt1am TEMPLE was to preside 
in London late in October at a meeting 
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of churchmen to plan the first assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. 

The leaders got to London, but Dr. 
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was gone. At 63, after serving only two 
and one-half years in his high place in 
the Church of England, he had died on 
October 26 of a heart disease. 

The churchmen went on with their 
meeting. Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, - 
general secretary of the Council; Dr. 
Marc Boegner, president of the French 
Protestant Federation; and others. 

A successor to Dr. Temple as chair- 
man of the provisional committee of the 
World Council can probably not be 
selected until after the war. 


Aging churchman 

. PROMINENT among Anglicans until his 
retirement ten years ago as dean of St. 
Paul’s in London, William Ralph Inge 
is seldom heard from now. He broke 
his silence last month to echo Roman 
Catholic charges that Germany’s sit- 
uation is due to Martin Luther. 

Writing in the Churchman, he ~ 
stated, “If we wish to find a scapegoat 
on whose shoulders we may lay the 
miseries which Germany has brought 
upon the world. ...I am more and 
more convinced that the worst evil 
genius of that country is not Hitler or 
Bismark or Frederick the Great, but 
Martin Luther. ... We must hope that 
the next swing of the pendulum will 
put an end to Luther’s influence in 
Germany.” 

The dean does not square up his 
theory with the fact that Hitler and his 
top-flight Nazi leaders came out of a 
church background other than Luther- 
an. He seems also to give scant notice 
to churchmen’s bold anti-Nazi stand. 
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Anderson in Paris 


Paut B. AnpERSON has been asked by 
the Church Committee on Overseas 
Relief and Reconstruction to visit 
France and check up on the situation 
of the churches there. 

Mr. Anderson, an Episcopalian, has 
done work for the YMCA in every 
country in Europe. He was in Paris 
until August 1941. Returning there 
now, he will seek “‘to secure the answer 
to any questions which churches and 
other Christian agencies in the United 
States have regarding the situation in 
France.” 

The Anglican Church of the Holy 
Trinity in Paris was reopened for pub- 
lic worship September 3. The services 
were conducted by U. S. Army Chap- 
lain Edwin R. Carter, formerly rector 
of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Rich- 
mond, Va. The organist, Lawrence 
Whipp, was present, after release from 
a concentration camp, where he had 
been a prisoner for eleven months. 


Going back to the Philippines 

A comMiITTEE of three has been ap- 
pointed by American mission boards to 
re-establish contact with the Philip- 
pine churches. Dr. E. K. Higdon, sec- 
retary of the Philippine committee of 
the Foreign Missions Conference, is 
chairman. On November 17-18, the 
Church Committee on Relief in Asia 
will hold a conference in New York 
City to consider relief needs in the re- 
captured islands. 

The American Bible Society is pro- 
viding $75,000 to replace plates for 
printing Bibles in eight Philippine 
dialects. It is believed the original 
plates, stored in the Bible House in 
Manila, have been converted into scrap 
metal for shells and guns. The society 
is now printing 50,000 copies each of 
New Testament sections in four Philip- 
pine dialects. 

Roman Catholics are proposing a vig- 
orous renewal of work in the Islands. 
Jesuit missionaries there have con- 
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tinued, under the Japanese occupation, 
to train priests. An additional fifty 
Americans will be sent as soon as pos- 
sible. The Roman Catholic population 
of the islands is estimated as 12,500,000 
out of a total population of 16,000,000. 


Reformation Day prayer 


_ Octoser 29 throughout the Lutheran 
churches of Norway this prayer was 
said, according to Religious News 
Service: 

“We pray Thee for those who have 
supervision over the church, for pastors 
in prison or expelled. We pray Thee 
for our congregations where Thy Word 
is still preached, where Thy Holy Com- 
munion is still administered. 

“We pray especially for congregations 
that have lost their shepherds. Help 
those congregations which, by force and 
injustice, have lost the clergymen 
working among them. 

“We call upon Thee from the depths 
to shorten these evil days, and to re- 
store to Thy congregations their proper 
pastors, who will be able to lead them 
according to Thy Word.” 

It is understood that at least 15 per 
cent of the Norwegian pastors have 
been removed from their pulpits by the 
Nazis. 


Churches on wheels 

CHAPELS in army camps are listed by 
the Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion among surplus war materials to 
be disposed of by public auction. Many 
chapels are well constructed and could 
be rolled across level country for as 
much as ten miles at a cost of $1,000 or 
less, suggests Dr. E. M. Conover, of the 
Interdenominational Bureau of Archi- 
tecture. 

Individual congregations and mission 
boards are investigating the possibility 
of getting churches for a lower cost 
than new construction. Even with 
transportation and the building of 
foundations, reconverting a chapel may 
be less expensive than a new church. 


TN THE WORLD'S EVE 


The Recent outbreak of Red wrath 
in the Soviet journal, War and the 
Working Class, against the Fascism of 
the Vatican, must have sounded ex- 
treme to the world at large. Neverthe- 
less it had ample provocation, accord- 
ing to the records of the last decade 
and more. These include, in the inter- 
ests of “Holy Church,” “Apostolic 
Blessings” for Dolfuss in his ecclesias- 
tical shackling of Austria; for Franco 
in the raping of republican Spain; for 
Mussolini in the destruction of Ethio- 
pia; for Tito, the clerical head of the 
Hitler-erected state of Slovakia; for 
Petain, whose papal-approved “national 
restoration” stabbed the ancient liber- 
ties of France in the back; for Hitler, 
with whom, as well as with Mussolini, 
the Vatican signed a Concordat (1933) 
for special privileges. As these, in 
course of events, have been threatened, 
Vatican efforts for a compromise peace 
have grown more persistent and urgent. 
As late as 1943 a British Romanist 
journal, The Catholic Herald, stated 
that the Pope refused to approve the 
cause of the United Nations. If the 
world should doubt the good faith of 
the Vatican’s political twists and turns, 
these are good reasons. And now the 
Vatican is moving heaven and earth to 
have a seat at the peace table. 


Buzz-bombs would hardly be chosen 
as a means of stimulating humor, even 
the unconscious brand. Yet an Amer- 
ican in London overheard Annie, the 
maid at his lodgings, talking with the 
“charlady” next door right after a 
buzz-bomb had passed overhead, The 
latter was brushing her clothes indig- 
nantly, and saying: “This is.the third 
time h’ive ’ad to lie down in the.gutter 
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durin’ me shoppin’!” “Oh, I don’t pay 
no ’eed to ’em,” replied Annie; “h’it 
only encourages the nasty things.” 


Anglo-American amenities are bring- 
ing many plausible “historic facts” to 
light, as the Allies pursue the quest of 
curiosity concerning each other’s cus- 
toms. -James Dyrenforth tells, in The 
Outpost, how a Briton accosted. him: 
“Tell me, why do all Americans begin 
every sentence with ‘say’?” “Oh, that’s 
a form of patriotism,” was the answer. 
“Our National Anthem starts that way.” 


Mouths must have watered freely 
when their owners heard recently of a 
large supply of meat that could in no 
conceivable way have come under the 
limitations of ration points. Massa- 
chusetts State College is responsible for 
the report that a number of prehistoric 
woolly mammoths were lately found in 
such an excellent state of preservation 
that the flesh was edible. But alas, this 
will do us no good. The mammoths 
were found in the remote arctic regions - 
of Siberia, and the Russians will use 
the meat as well as our Lend-Lease 
provisions. 


Mr. Churchill reports that Britain has 
produced the greatest volunteer force 
with its 2,000,000-man Indian Army. 
The outside world, however, has been 
poorly impressed with the performance 
of Britain’s military force as displayed 
in this area of the Far East, at least in 
its earlier operations. Perhaps the rea- 
son may be that offered by certain un- 
named, but prominent, U. S. officials, 
that the Indian Army is largely made 
up of men who joined for the very hu- 
man reason that they were hungry and 
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needed something to eat. As an army, 
likewise the troops are said to be poor 
in equipment and training. 


Science is on the high road to estab- 
lish a regular department store for the 
rehabilitation of the human framework. 
Next door to the department which 
transplants live animal bones success- 
fully, and another which transfers skin 
and other tissues, and the large one 
which provides whatever type of blood 
is needed, and another which is pre- 
pared to supply live nerves to re-estab- 
lish connections broken by local death, 
may now be placed a repository for the 
distribution of healthy corneas to re- 
place diseased ones. The corneas are 
transplanted from living donors, and 
the operation is a comparatively simple, 
though delicate, matter, inasmuch as no 
matching is needed, as in blood trans- 
fusions. The writer has before him the 
original letter of a World War veteran 
who offered one of his eyes because— 
“T am sick of only eating three meals a 
- week, and I will sell one of my EYES 
to anyone who wants to buy it... .I 
can spare an EYE because I have seen 
plenty in my time, and the money 
would help my family. I am not asking 
for any charity. I am only too glad to 
give something for any money I can 
get.” This particular operation orig- 
inated in Russia. 


News of Norway reports (October 
20) the well-kept secret by the Norwe- 
gians of “Island X” in the Arctic. No 
bigger than Malta, this island, now re- 
vealed as Jan Mayen, had housed for 
some years before the war a weather 
station, an important link in a string of 
stations stretching clear across the 
Arctic. Late in 1940 the remaining four 
meteorologists, together with others 
who had been wrecked trying to rescue 

them, were safely removed. For 
” weather reasons the island was coveted 
by Britons and Nazis alike. Fortune 
and daring favored the British, but it 
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was the Norwegians themselves who at 
length manned the island early in 1941; 
by means of periodical recruitings, re- 
liefs and supplies restored Jan Mayen 
as a weather station, and flashed re- 
ports to Britain every few hours. Now 
the full story, too long for this page, 
is being told. The world will receive it 
as another fascinating incident, but 
Norway will write the achievement in 
flaming letters on her heroes’ records. 


Even the mildest editors can grow 
violent and ferocious under sufficient 
provocation. So it was with the editor 
of The Colgate (Washington State) 
Daily Bulletin. When he found that the 
price of his hair-cut had risen from 35 
cents to 50, then 65, then 75 cents, he 
billed his paper at double the price to 
barbers only. What a brave man! Now 
if preachers and storekeepers, lawyers 
and doctors and . . . but what’s the 
use? ‘Men use up their courage on 
easier things. 


So They Say: The “army mule” has 
not been discarded in this mechanical 
war. India has provided more than 
60,000 pack animals for war service up 
to date, and more than 30,000 have been 
imported from Africa and Argentina. 
. . . Soon everyone can own a B-29 
super-fortress. The cost has been cut 
from $3,392,396 for the first one to only 
$600,000, and the price is steadily going 
down. ... Australia has approved the 
setting aside of $500,000,000 for post- 
war developmental works. This amount 
is about one-third of her present yearly 
war expenditure, and one-tenth of all 
spent on the war so far... . In Hungary 
human hair is being used with rayon 
and hemp to make clothes and blankets 
because it provides fabric that is dur- 
able and cheap. Again it is the human 
element that is cheap. ... A Chicago 
girl of seventeen years is rejoicing in a 
letter from a “boy friend” in the South 
Pacific. According to her count the let- 
ter contained “7,200 sweet words.” 


1945’s CHURCH WORK 


Division of Doing—Multiplication of Doers 


Planned for Coming Year 


Tue United Lutheran Church in convention assembled agreed with no 
dissenting vote to enlarge its schedule of objectives and thus face effectively 
the spiritual and moral threats of evil forces and human hopelessness. The 
delegates were moved to adopting the new strategy by the personal pleas 
of trusted leaders and by a printed statement of which the heading is “From 
Strength to Strength.” Tur Lutueran brings to its readers the seven para- 
graphs and seven pictures which featured “From Strength to Strength.” 
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"Go Teach" 


Parish Education 

One million pwpils in the Sunday schools 
of our church! That’s the goal of a great 
enlistment plan of our Parish and Church 
School Board. No effort is more basic. The 
Sunday school is the main source of our 
catechetical classes. These classes pro- 
duce most of our church membership. 
Nothing is more necessary in the U. S. A. 
and Canada than Christian growth for 
thousands of children, young people and 


adults now unreached. When they come 


to our schools we want to’ give them the 
best literature equipment and instruction 
we can. This means a program for expand- 
ing and making more specific the service 
of representatives of this board to congre- 
gations; providing counsel on buildings and 
equipment; reconstructing leadership; im- 
proving promotional literature; conducting 


vital research and experimentation; guid- 
ing the rapidly growing camp and sum- 
mer school program. Every dollar invested 
here comes back to help the local church. 


Social Missions 

Christ can win North America. Our 
church must be one of His instruments in 
that conquest. Drawing:people to Christ, 
hundreds, yes thousands of them, is our 
clear duty and high privilege. To help 


Evangelism's Harvest 


awaken and direct our zeal as soul-win- 
ners our Evangelism Department needs to 
be enlarged. And while we are winning 
others, we ourselves have work to do for 
the needy. In the post-hostilities days- aid 
from community and congregational inner 
mission agencies will be in great demand. 
Our Board of-Soeial Missions needs field 
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representatives to help start such work. 
In some places it will need to be subsidized 

for a while. Other pressing needs are: a 

trained worker to counsel with the staffs 
of child-caring agencies, a worker in the 
field of social action, a research person to 
give us reliable information on _ social 
issues, a counselor who can teach pastors 
some of the ways to help their people with 

the difficult mental adjustments which the 
years ahead will require. 


American Missions 

The Christian church has no right to 
lessen zeal, faith or effort in home mission 
work so long as there remains in all the 
land one unchristian community, in the 
community one unchristian household, in 
the household one wnchristian soul. Our 


"The Church Must Be Planted" 


church believes that—and has assigned to 
our Board of American Missions one new 
continental task after another. It has been 
instructed to set up a department of rural 
work, and to enlarge its work among 
negroes. Synods have urged planting mis- 
sions among Mexicans in the southwest 
and Spaniards in certain areas of Florida. 
Chaplains call insistently for work to be 
started in Honolulu, Hawaii, and in An- 
chorage, Alaska. Trailer chapels will be 
used to serve migrant and tourist camps. 
Specialists must be trained for some of 
these assignments. Additional administra- 
tive help will be needed by the board as 
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its services expand. To help the board’s 
missionaries meet the rising cost of living, 
salary increases totaling $45,000 should be 
provided at once. Apart from funds which 
will gradually be needed for mission ex- 
pansion in great new industrial areas this 
board should have $157,000 more annually 
for services already assigned and projected. 


Specialists in Helpfulness 


Deaconess Work 

Recruiting, training and placement of an 
adequate diaconate is a major project of 
our church. By increasing the allocated 
grant to the Board of Deaconess Work the 
church is giving it a mandate to provide a 
leadership and develop a program that will 
be adequate to the requirements. After 
five years of serious study a plan for ac- 
cepting that mandate has been worked out. 
It is carefully estimated that it will cost 
$60,000 to put it into operation. Some items 
of that expense are: secretarial help and 
travel budget for the field secretary, $2,400; 
salary, office expense and travel budget 
of executive secretary, $6,850; three addi- 
tional persons giving full time to instruc- 
tion (there is but one now), $7,500; train- 
ing at least four deaconesses as specialists 
in religious education, social service, health 
service, fine arts; providing additional 
equipment for classrooms and _ libraries; 
giving financial assistance to worthy ap- 
plicants for deaconess training; providing 
a loan fund for those preparing to enter 
non-garbed full-time Christian service; 
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continuing the annual “Council of Women 
in the Work of the Church.” 


World Missions 


We are in a world work, and the United 
Lutheran Church in America knows where 
it is going in world missions. For almost 
two years our missionaries on the fields 
and our board at home have been making 
hard-headed and war-hearted studies of 
our needs and opportunities. For example, 
our course in Liberia, Africa, has been 
charted in detail up to 1960, the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of that mission. The 
study made by our India mission is a mas- 
terpiece of missionary statesmanship. Even 
our prospects in Japan have been real- 


“Baptizing Them" 


istically surveyed in a very recent five- 
session conference. Two of our leaders in 
world missions are in South America just 
now studying our Argentine and British 
Guiana work. China has been found to 
teem with Christian opportunity for us. 
These studies show that to make a strong 
and important Kingdom advance through 
our evangelistic, educational, medical and 
industrial missions we should invest an 
additional $302,000 annually. 


Pensions and Relief 

For Christians some burdens are blessed 
burdens. Our pension family is one such. 
It now numbers 1,129 members. Included 
are 364 retired:and disabled ministers; 644 
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widows, 115 dependent children, and 6 


- women missionaries. We should be glad 


to have this burden increased. None of us 
thinks 83 cents a day for ministers and 
missionaries, 57 cents for widows and 13 
cents for children is a true measure of our 
gratitude to these deserving ones. For 
many that is their only income. Today’s 
rising prices produce a desperate crisis for 
them, particularly when the board’s emer- 
gency relief funds are so limited. Even 
those modest pensions are under threat 
unless we provide an additional $50,000 
annually. That amount will enable our 
pension board to maintain present pen- 
sions, make some additions to its reserve 
fund, and increase its relief grants. 


Christian Higher Education 


New World Builders 
The Lutheran 


It is anticipated that the enrollment in 
the colleges and wmniversities of North 
America will double within ten years, 
reaching the figure of three million. The 
colleges and seminaries of our church will 
share in this increase, They should be 
made ready to do so. To help them be- 
come fully accredited our financial grants 
to them should increase from $55,000 to 
$150,000. For our Christian work with stu- 
dents in non-church schools to be in keep- 
ing with the size and ability of our church 
we should be supporting eight more full- 
time and four part-time pastors at $30,000 
annually. At sixteen universities the Lu- 


theran Church needs to establish student 
centers to which the U. L. C. A. should 
contribute a total of $200,000 over a period 
of years. 

Intensified recruiting of full-time Chris- 
tian workers, providing graduate training 
for prospective leaders, helping to estab- 
lish special schools for preparing mission- 
aries and social workers will require 
$63,000. Assisting colleges with promotion 
plans, conducting conferences on Christian 
Higher Education, and providing at least 
five trained Christian counselors for re- 
turned service personnel at colleges, make 
an expense itern of $30,000. 


CHURCH DESTRUCTION IN GERMANY 


Bombardments Do Damage to Historic Buildings and Institutions 
Translation of Geneva, Switzerland, Release by DR. E. A. TAPPERT 


Tue heavy bombardment of German 
cities has severely affected many Lu- 
theran churches and institutions. By 
way of Switzerland we hear of the 
catastrophe which has befallen the 
headquarters of Bishop Marahrens at 
Kloster Loccum, and of the churches in 
Hannover. The Bishop, who in 1936 
attended the convention of the United 
Lutheran Church in Columbus, Ohio, 
writes: “Again and again I am being 
asked about the effect of the bombings 
on the churches of Hannover. Outsiders 
will think first of the loss of the 
Church’s material and cultural posses- 
sions. Venerable church buildings, wit- 
nesses of the piety-and communal spirit 
of the past, have been laid in ruins. In 
a way they are irreplaceable; but 
measured by the church’s mission to 
our present times there are more se- 
rious losses. The destruction of the 
Central Office of our Church, and of 
the Loccum court with all it contained 
in records and books, will very much 
handicap the direction and administra- 
tion of the church and its work. 

“The fact that large institutions of 
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Bishop Marahrens of Hannover, 
President of the Executive 
Committee of the Lutheran 
World Convention 


Inner Missions which were serving the 
entire country have been heavily dam- 
aged, will soon make itself felt. But 
the effect of all this will be largely 
overshadowed by the catastrophies 


which have befallen the congregations. 
Until recently these congregations pre- 
sented the picture of an organic growth, 
undisturbed for centuries. The Altstadt 
was being served by the mediaeval 
church buildings, the Neustadt by the 
church which had risen with it in the 
seventeenth century. Imposing and 
churchly buildings in the suburbs 
proved that the Church had not been 
lagging behind in the metropolitan de- 
velopment. Though the partitioning in 
smaller congregations, which had been 
Bishop Uhlhorn’s dream, could not be 
realized on account of the too rapid 
expansion of the city, we had neverthe- 
less succeeded in providing the neces- 
sary facilities for the preaching of the 
gospel, giving every Lutheran in Han- 
nover a church and a congregation 
where he could feel at home. In this 
respect Hannover was in better position 
than most of the larger cities. 

“All this has largely been destroyed 
by the nightly bombings. What Uhl- 
horn tried to prevent has become a 
reality: Hannover is a city poor in 
churches today. Many congregations 
are practically disbanded. It is easy to 
comprehend what a great task this sit- 
uation has placed upon the church at 
large. Old questions which the big city 
presents to the church have to be 
thought through again. The church 
feels a special duty to these brethren 
and sisters who have been hit so hard. 
The uncertain and unpredictable con- 
ditions of the present must not prevent 
an immediate attention to this task. 
Pastors, who right after the catastrophe 
have gone to work searching for and 
looking after their parishioners in the 
ruins of their homes, will experience 
an unprecedented demand for their ad- 
vice and counsel, and have established 
a new and vital bond of friendship with 
their members.” 


Eyewitness at Leipzig 
Another institution which was nearly 
bombed out of existence is the Gustav 
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Adolph Verein, whose center is at 
Leipzig. This agency has for many years 
supported the diaspora work of the 
church in all lands. The former secre- 
tary, Dr. Geisler, happened to be in 
Leipzig during the bombardment, and 
in the early morning hours went down- 
town to look after the Center. He 
writes: “I found it in flames, under a 
rain of sparks from the neighboring’ 
Catholic Diaspora Church, which was 
a sea of fire. I worked for hours in an 
effort to salvage valuables from the 
rooms of the Center, my typewriter, 
telephone, cash books, and some rec- 
ords. The last items which I salvaged 
were a large bronze cross and the 
paintings of Bishop Malmgren and Dr. 
Blau which I put into the cellar. The 
large and irreplaceable Diaspora li- 
brary, and the large supply of new the- 
ological literature which was to be sent 
out as presents, could not be saved; nor 
could the records of a hundred years 
of Gustav Adolph’s work. The present 
general secretary, Pastor Herbst, who 
lived in the building, lost all his belong- 
ings. He has found refuge in the Franz 
Rendtorf House. The work goes on as 
well as possible. It is God’s will that we 
faint not in doing good to all men, es- 
pecially unto them that are of the 
household of faith.” 


Notable Preacher's Sermon 

The Bishop of much-bombed Ham- 
burg reports a service which was held 
at St. Jacobi Church, at which Pastor 
von Bodelschwing preached the sermon 
on Psalm) 68: 20, which in Luther’s 
translation reads: “Praise be to the 
Lord daily; He places a burden upon 
us, but also helps us.” He says: “The 
sermon was a real help to the mourn- 
ing in our congregations. The thank 
offering reached an amount such as 
was probably never reached before in 
a Hamburg church. Of greater weight 
are the heartfelt expressions of thanks 
for this service which came from every- 
where for many days thereafter.” 


- The Lutheran 


WASHINGTON fy 


By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER aldald 


"THE LUTHERAN HOUR" 


Art the invitation of the clergymen of 
the Missouri Synod in Washington, the 
rest of us co-operated with the mass 
meeting in Uline Arena to hear Dr. 
Walter A. Maier under the auspices of 
“The Lutheran Hour.” His is among the 
largest religious broadcasts in America. 
Senator Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado 
presided. Dr. Gerhard Lenski, pres- 
ident of our Lutheran Pastors’ Associa- 
tion, offered the prayer. A massed choir 
from many churches sang. A special 
tribute to the armed forces of the coun- 
try was included in the program. This 
was an effort to symbolize the unity of 
all Lutherans and a further emphasis 
on co-operative work in this hour of 
destiny. 


SHRINE 


SErnatTorR BarkKiEy has introduced a 
bill, calling for a twelve-man commis- 
sion empowered to provide for the 
erection of an interfaith shrine in the 
Nation’s Capital to commemorate the 
contributions of all religious faiths to 
the country’s military and naval his- 
tory. There would be appropriate 
statuary and a series of rooms to con- 
tain records of chaplains and religious 
groups which have served America. 


PATHFINDER 

WASHINGTON is increasingly a publi- 
cation center. A local journal of per- 
sonal interest to this page is The Path- 
finder, of which our friend, Lewis 
Schenk, is in charge of the departments 
of Science, Health and Religion. He 
formerly was president of the Luther 


November 15, 1944 


League of Connecticut. Emil Hurja is 
associate publisher. The Pathfinder is 
now in its fifty-first year, having a cir- 
culation of approximately 500,000, with 
an estimated reading public of 2,500,000. 
It is “beamed” for rural and small town 
audiences. We think, however, that this 
magazine is one of America’s great 
journals for everybody. It is about as 
non-partisan as we humans can get. 


THE LUTHERANS 


Three Reformation Rallies were held 
by our Lutheran Pastors’ Association: 
Keller Memorial, with Dr. Ralph H. 


‘Long, speaker; Christ (Missouri Synod) 


with Dr. O. Fred Nolde; Arlington, 
with Dr. N. M. Ylvisaker. ... The Rev. 
William Sprenkel, formerly assistant 
pastor at Frederick, Md., has accepted 
the call to St. Stephen’s Church, suc- 
ceeding the Rev. George Bowers... . 
The Church of the Reformation has 
just celebrated its seventy-fifth anni- 
versary. Guest speakers included Dr. 
Ross H. Stover, Mrs. Catherine Beatty, 
Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz and Mayor 
Theodore R. McKeldin of Baltimore. 
... The Georgetown Church is cele- 
brating its 175th anniversary, extending 
the celebration over several months. 
President Cloyd H. Marvin of George 
Washington University spoke this week. 
... The Rev. L. Ralph Tabor was the 
joint Reformation speaker at Lebanon, 
Pa., on October 29... . The Lutheran 
Laymen’s Fellowship had a splendid 
luncheon meeting in October with Dr. 
N. M. Ylvisaker and Dr. Ralph H. Long 
as speakers. The chaplains and service 
pastors here for their fall conference 
attended. 


13 


MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S WIFE 


OUT OF GONTROL—Mrs. Lathrop Thinks about Emotions 


I was thinking how quiet my foot- 
steps were compared with their rat-a- 
tat-tat on the pavement when a door 
ahead of me opened silently. A nurse’s 
aide came out carrying a tray. As she 
closed the door and came toward me, 
I saw that it was Jane Guerin. 

“Mrs. Lathrop! What are you doing 
here?” 

“Just visiting. But what about you? 
I didn’t know you were helping in 
here!” 

“IT haven't been here long. I just 
finished my Red Cross course last 
week. But I surely am enjoying it.” 

“It’s hard work, isn’t it?” 

“Oh, of course, by the time I’m ready 
to leave the hospital, I feel like taking 
my feet home and putting them away 
in mothballs. But strange to say, they’re 
all right by the time morning rolls 
around. And I can hardly wait to get 
back and find out what sort of a night 
my patients have had.” 

“Well, it’s a wonderful thing you 
women are doing. I don’t know what 
our hospitals here at home would do 
without all their volunteer help.” 

“They'd have a pretty hard time of 
it, I guess. But what we're doing isn’t 
a patch on what the nurses on foreign 
duty are up against. I sometimes think 
that it isn’t just the work here I like 
as much as the feeling that by carrying 
trays and giving a few baths, I’m shar- 
ing in the whole wonderful job of heal- 
ing that’s being done all over the 
world.” 

For a minute I thought of telling her 
that lots of people get that same thrill 
of accomplishment from the work they 
do in the church. We may not be on the 
way to India ourselves, but by doing 
our part here we feel closely linked to 
those who are off to teach, and preach 
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and heal. But I kept my little sermon 
to myself. 

“Ts Sammy French one of your pa- 
tients? His room should be along here 
somewhere, I think.” 

“He isn’t one of my patients; but I 
heard he was here. Wasn’t that a ter- 
rible affair? With such big things go- 
ing on in the world, I can’t imagine a 
mob fighting over a mere game.” 

“War nerves, I suppose.” 

“Let’s be kind and call it that. Still, 
I've found from personal experience 
that the best cure for that particular 
ailment is hard work and plenty of it. 
The policeman they brought in here is 
in serious condition, I hear. 

‘T’'m sorry about that. Sammy’s com- 
ing along fairly well, isn’t he?” 

“‘T think so. He—oh, here’s Mrs. 
French now. I must run or I’ll lose my 
job. Don’t laugh. They really make us 
toe the mark.” 

I hurried forward to meet Mrs. 
French. Her face lit up as she recog- 
nized me. 

“You nice thing! You were coming 
to see Samuel and me, weren’t you?” 

“T certainly was. How’s the young 
man coming along?” 

“Very nicely, now. I suppose Mr. 
Lathrop told you how worried we were 
those first two days?” 

“He told me. We were worried too— 
and more than a little outraged.” 

“Can you imagine such a _ thing? 
Sending him off perfectly hale and 
hearty to a football game and being 
notified that he’s in the city in the hos- 
pital with concussion and a possible 
fracture of the skull?” 

We found a cozy corner of the sun 
porch. 

“Here’s a nice cozy corner where we 
won't disturb anyone. Samuel is asleep, 
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so I’m especially glad to have company. 
You can’t imagine what I’ve been 
through, not only worrying about his 
condition, but blaming myself for not 
insisting on his going to the Children 
of the Church Festival with Mark.” 

“But why should he have gone? He’s 
past the age for Children of the Church. 
Mark was only going because he had a 
part. Then at the last minute he got 
stage fright or something and decided 
he wanted one of the older boys to go 
along and keep him company. That’s 
why he asked Sam.” 

“And Sam almost went. He thought 
it might be fun to see the other church. 
And I thought Mark was such a good 
sport to help that I wanted Sam to go 
too.” 

“Mark didn’t really mind as much as 
he pretended he did. The festival has 
to do with literacy this year, you know. 
They needed an older boy to be the col- 
porteur and distribute Bibles.” I 
thought I could change her unhappy 
train of thought by launching into a 
story I had already told several of my 
friends about Mark’s reaction to the 
festival and about his starting to the 


rehearsal with the dirtiest neck in the - 


county. She didn’t give me a chance 
to get started. 

“But Samuel might have done that 
kindness for his friend. If he had, he 
wouldn’t have been in the way when 
the mob got out of control.” 

We were back at the game! I tried 
once more to lead her off the scent by 
telling her about how the Garfields’ dog 
joined the crowd that went surging 
down Main Street and never came 
home for two days. 

“That must have been after Samuel 
was hurt,” she nodded. “If only he 
hadn’t been there. Or if he had just 
been at the other end of the stadium 
where things didn’t get so bad! What 
do you suppose possessed those people? 
And on Armistice Day of all days in 
the year?” 

I gave up any attempt to distract her 
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attention. Perhaps the best thing was 
to help her get it out of her system. I 
wondered whether any of those books 
on “counseling” would help me to say 
the right thing. Perhaps not only min- 
isters but their wives ought to read 
them! Then I remembered that Jerry 
had said that most “counseling” seemed 
a happy blend of kindness and common 
sense. I hoped I had a fair share of 
both. 

“We're all wearing our emotions 
closer to the surface these days, don’t 
you think?” I asked. “I know I am. 
I have a much harder time to keep from 
flying off the handle when things go 
wrong—and church members, people 
who are really trying to be Christian 
are supposed to have a little more self- 
control than others. It was a dreadful 
thing to have happen. You and I can’t 
imagine getting into that sort of fray. 
But there are plenty of people who 
have mighty little control over their 
tempers at any time.” 

‘TJ keep coming back to the thought, 
‘Tf I had only sent him with Mark.’”’ 

“Well,” I spoke lightly, trying not to 
show that I realized I was rushing in 
where angels fear to tread, “that’s a 
pretty silly thought for a sensible per- 
son like you.” Her eyebrows went up, 
but I went right on. “Suppose there’d 
been an automobile accident on the way 
home? Or the church had caught fire? 
Or one of the ammunition plants had 
exploded? Or any one of a dozen im- 
probable but perfectly possible things 
had happened? Would you then blame 
yourself for having sent him? Thinking 
too much about what you might have 
done is a sign of that very thing we 
were talking about—letting our emo- 
tions get the better of us.” 

To my relief, she laughed. But as I 
thought back over the conversation 
later, I was glad I didn’t often give my 
friends advice. It’s too hard on my own 
emotions! I found myself wondering 
whether after all I had done the right 
thing! 
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THE ACCOLADE—II 


In This Portion of His Address DR. CHARLES M. A. STINE 
Cites the Betrayal of Stewardship by Higher Learning 


WitnHin the memory of some of us 
who are older, eminent professors in 
German universities prostituted their 
scholarship and used their prestige to 
give weight to their attack upon the 
authority and credibility of the Holy 
Scriptures. Upon the basis of false as- 
sumptions, whose falsity has since been 
established, and further, in many cases 
upon the basis of an assumed scientific 
authority which has subsequently been 
proven equally false, these German 
scientists poisoned the streams of learn- 
ing that flowed from the splendid Ger- 
man universities so that all of the lower 
levels of the German educational sys- 
tem were increasingly tainted with the 
poison of unbelief, and the Bible was 
increasingly discredited in the minds of 
German youth. At this point permit me 
to interject the observation that this 
same condition has not only appeared 
in the United States but is making great 
headway. American higher education 
is in many respects identical with the 
controlling philosophy of the German 
pre-war universities. Do we as Chris- 
tian stewards agree that this type of 
education shall be the dominant force 
in molding American life? 


Higher Learning's Infidelity 

The result of this in Germany has 
been quite clear, because the great mass 
of the German populace ceased to have 
either a knowledge of the Christian 
gospel or a personal acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. The light 
and power, which the Holy Spirit had 
been enabled to shed abroad through- 
out Germany as a result of Luther’s 
Reformation, darkened’and diminished; 
Lutheran churches became as spir- 
itually impotent as any church must 
become which ‘is devoted to vain for- 
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malism and a clerical, ritualistic rou- 
tine. It is easy to see how the great 
German nation became an easy prey 
for such a pagan doctrine as “Hitler- 
ism.” We would be blind indeed if we 
should fail to see the connection be- 
tween the spiritual degeneration of 
Germany and this most destructive and 
barbarous of all wars—a form of war- 
fare which Germany instituted. The 
cruel murder of millions of Jews 
throughout Europe and the rejection of 
Almighty God by the German people 
will surely be followed by devastating 
retribution from the God whom Ger- 
many has scorned. There might be a 
certain fitness and justice apparent if 
Germany should continue to exist as.a 
vassal of a communistic and atheistic 
nation. Atheism is what the German 
people have chosen at the behest of 
Hitler propaganda and a deified Godless 
state will be found a very poor sub- 
stitute for the justice and mercy and 
gracious protection of Almighty God. 


Spirituality Beclouded 


What, then, is the state of the spir-° 
itual life and activity of this great 
Protestant Church of the Reformation, 
of which we say with loving esteem, we 
are members? What of the America we 
love? What of this present world as- 
semblage of nations? My brothers, this 
tree of liberty has its roots deep in the 
soil of the Christian Church. The Light 
of the World, Jesus Christ, must shine 
if this tree is to spread abroad its wide 
and gracious shade and mature its life- 
giving fruits for the children of men. 
Just as the living oak becomes a pitiful, 
decaying fragment of matter if deprived 
of sunlight, so in very truth our tree of 
Liberty dies and decays if Jesus Christ, 
the Light of the World, shine not upon 
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it. And make no mistake—the Light of 
the World is Jesus—none other! You, as 
stewards of the Christian Church are 
also the stewards of this most precious 
and most glorious creation of the hand 
of the God of Nations—free America! 

But alas, we have learned the sad 
lesson that man’s freedom can be, and 
often is, a most evanescent fabric. Esau 
traded his birthright for a quick and 
easy bowl of soup, and all over the 
world we have Esau’s example followed 
and repeated a million-fold. We no 
longer exclaim, “Give me liberty or give 
me death!” We say, rather, “Give me 
liberty! or, oh, just let me rest!” “Take 
it easy,” has become an American shib- 
boleth. I hear it everywhere; in the 
factory, on the street cars and, alas! in 
the church. Did the Lord, whom we 
try to serve as good stewards, “take it 
easy”? Bow in shame as you think of 
Gethsemane and the hill without a city 
wall with its rude cross against a dark- 
ened sky; a cross upon which Creation’s 
Lord died that He might redeem that 
creation. If we are stewards of this 
Lord, then it must be through self-sac- 
rifice that we serve best. 


Nation's Bloody Record 


Not long ago it was necessary for me 
to go away for a rest and I arranged to 
spend a couple of weeks at Sea Island, 
Georgia. These “golden isles” of Geor- 
gia, as they are called, are rich in his- 
tory. One beautiful spring morning in 
early April, I walked through the 
churchyard of the church where Wes- 
ley preached, and where he wrote many 
of his beautiful hymns. I visited a tiny 
structure which time has now almost 
obliterated, called Fort Frederica, lo- 
cated at the tip of one of these sea 
islands. Here it was the intention of 
Governor Oglethorpe to make his stand 
against the efforts of Spain to take over 
the southeastern coasts of the United 
States from Florida northward. Per- 
haps some of you recall that St. 
Augustiné was settled in 1565, and that, 
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for a time, all the land between the 
Virginia capes and the Florida capes 
was debatable ground. 

I walked along a road bordering a 
place which still bears the title of 
“Bloody Marsh,’ where Oglethorpe’s 
forces finally repelled and destroyed 
the invading Spanish forces seeking to 
drive the Protestant Scotch and Eng- 
lish permanently away from these tiny 
early settlements. And do not forget 
that the Lutherans of Georgia settled 
there in the early years of our colonial 
period. 

A good many efforts were made, be- 
tween the time of the voyage of Co- 
lumbus to this hemisphere and the set- 
tlements of Jamestown and Plymouth, 
to start colonies here in America, Why 
do you suppose that it remained for 
God-fearing colonists—who sought a 
land in which they might worship God 
according to the dictates of their own 
consciences—for these colonists to suc- 
ceed in this effort at colonization of the 
new world? I think that no American 
for a moment denies that the founders 
of this nation had a prime place in 
mind for Almighty God in the United 
States of America. This thought is 
validated by the fact that the motive 
behind their pilgrimage was the desire 
for a land in which they might be free 
to worship God. 

I have only to mention in passing, 
Spain, Mexico and Spanish settlements 
in other parts of the world, Germany 
and Italy, and ask that you refresh your 
minds as to the history of these coun- 
tries and their present state of develop- 
ment. What of the state of human lib- 
erty in these countries? What of the 
spiritual and material welfare of the 
citizens of these countries—of the com- 
mon man? How happy, how well off in 
this world’s goods are these people? 


Statesmanship's Must 

Liebnitz once said, “God has the 
qualities of a good governor as well as 
a good architect.” Our own knowledge 
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of the Bible enables us to say with the 
Psalmist, “Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the Lord.” To this might be 
added another quotation of a principle 
stated in the Bible that, “The wicked 
shall be turned into hell and all the na- 
tions that forget God.” 

The great Church of the Reformation 
—Luther’s Church—once pioneered 
against political corruption and the 
abuse of power in ecclesiastical circles, 
as well as against the false doctrine of 
man’s infallibility. Perhaps the most 
outstanding characteristic of public 
thinking today is the effort to clothe the 
darlings of public favor with the cloak 
of infallibility. Do we think that Caesar 
or Napoleon, or any of the God-Em- 
perors, so-called, of the Roman Empire, 
or Hirohito, or Hitler, or Mussolini, or 
any of our own home product of dem- 
agogues, are endowed with any qual- 
ities of infallibility, or divine judgment? 
The greatest statesmen have always been 
the statesmen that found it necessary 
to spend time on their knees asking for 
the help and direction of Almighty God. 
Washington and Lincoln knew their 
Bibles and were men of prayer. What 
nobler or more patriotic or more God- 
like work can the Lutheran Church un- 
dertake than the effort to bring Amer- 
ica back in humility to a speaking ac- 
quaintance with the God of Nations? 

In this year 1944, as we near the half- 
way point of the twentieth century, we 
look back over a generation so crowded 
with developments of the greatest sig- 
nificance to the race of men that it is 
doubtful if events of such significance 
have transpired since Jesus Christ sent 
forth the first groups of spirit-led apos- 
tolic missionaries. 


Knowledge Without Piety : 
In the opening sentences of this ad- 
dress I implied that man has greatly in- 
creased his understanding of the phy- 
sical mechanism of the natural world. 
Applied science today, as never before, 
holds promise of either enabling the 


race of men to ruin mankind and the 
natural world of his environment, or to 
make new strides in the amelioration of 
human life. We cannot overlook the 
threats to human life inherent in the 
devotion of all this scientific advance- 
ment to the fighting of world-wide wars 
characterized by the greatest cruelty; 
wars involving suffering and death to 
women and children, especially to the 
helpless and to the old, who for many 
years have been, at least in theory, ex- 
empt as noncombatants. 

Selfish men, with an overwhelming 
desire for power, all over the world, 
seek to establish themselves in posi- 
tions of authority and to maintain them- 
selves in these positions by every de- 
vice. They seek to enslave mankind by 
false promises of an evanescent se- 
curity. Youth, ever ready to sacrifice 
for great causes, has enlisted not only 
beneath the standards of America, but 
the shibboleths of pagan isms have 
claimed the loyalty of millions of the 
youth of other lands. What shall we do 
with this? How meet this menace of 
false gods and vain ideas? 

(To be concluded) 


To Issue New PW Book 


Tue Lutheran Commission for Prisoners 
of War at a recent session in Chicago, . 
made two decisions significant to its future 
influence. 

It voted to publish a new book con- 
taining hymns, prayers and Luther’s cate- 
chism in German which will bear the joint 
imprint of the Lutheran Commission and 
the Ecumenical Chaplaincy Commission 
for Prisoners of War of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. Material for inclusion in 
the book is in process of preparation by a 


' German Lutheran pastor who is a prisoner 


of war in the United States. 

The Commission also appointed a com- 
mittee to correlate all of the work of the 
organization and to consider the advis- 
ability of establishing a single central of- — 
fice in place of the two present offices in 
St. Louis and New York. 

—N. L. C. Bulletin. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


“IN HIS STEPS” 

Read Colossians 1:9-14 and I Peter 
2: 20-25. 

C. M, Suetpon, in “In His Steps,” tells 
graphically of the practical effects of 
following Jesus literally. But the apostle 
Peter presents the divine Model, Who 
in all His matchless service and infinite 
sacrifice “did no sin, neither was guile 
found in His mouth.” 


Jesus went about all the cities and the 
villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing all manner of diseases and all 
manner of sickness. Matthew 9: 39. 

SERVING witH Curist. Behind the 
thick walls of a convent are sisters 
whom even their nearest relatives are 
forbidden to see. They spend their 
years in prayer and penance; they grow 
into reputed “sainthood” through ab- 
sence from the world’s contaminations. 
How different was the life of the Mas- 
ter, Who “went about doing good”! 


Walk worthily of the Lord unto all 
pleasing. Colossians 1: 10. 

Preasrine tHE Lorp. The time-server 
fits himself into every situation which 
offers him advancement. The politician 
of low order “slings mud,” and the busi- 
ness man of small calibre compromises 
principle for position and profit. But 
all relations may be lifted to the high- 
est level when conduct is gauged by 
Christ’s standards. To merit His ap- 
proval rather than to please men—to 
secure eternal treasure rather than ill- 
gotten gain—is to follow in the steps 
of the Master. 


Not looking each of you to his own 
things, but each of you also to the things 
of others. Philippians 2: 4. 

Consiwerinc OrtHers. “Who tracks 
the steps of glory to the grave,” as 
Byron puts it, is unlike the humble fol- 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


lower of the Lord of life Who led past 
the grave into the true glory beyond, 
by the way of service and sacrifice, His 
is the unselfish perspective that takes 
the interests of all into the reckoning. 


Wherein ye are spoken against, they may 
be put to shame who revile your good 
manner of lifé in Christ. I Peter 3: 16. 

Sitencrne Critics. No positive char- 
acter can escape criticism. The greater 
the man, the bigger the target; the bet- 
ter the saint, the more alluring to the 
poisoned shaft. It is so in political, in 
business, and even in church relations. 
The most vicious wars have been re- 
ligious, the ugliest fights have been be- 
tween church factions. To curb crit- 
icism, silence slander, and win against 
false accusations, super-weapons of the 
Spirit are needed. 


If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit 
let us also walk. Galatians 5: 25. 

WALKING BY THE Spirit. In “Paradise 
Lost” Milton pictures our sinning first 
parents as “They, hand in hand, with 
wandering steps and slow, Through 
Eden took their solitary way.” Satan 
lured them into paths forbidden, but 
back into Paradise regained has the 
second Adam shown “the way.” As the 
drunkard staggers in uncertainty, so in 
contrast “the steps of a good man are 
ordered of the Lord” when the Holy 
Spirit leads in the way of holiness. 


Atmicuty God, Who hast sent Thy 
Son, our Saviour, to take upon Him our 
flesh, and to suffer death upon the 
Cross, that all mankind should follow 
the example of His great humility: 
Mercifully grant that we may both fol- 
low the example of His patience, and 
also be made partakers of His resurrec- 
tion; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 
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FIFTY YEARS A DEACONESS 


Years of Usefulness and Thankfulness Recalled 


Sistsr Rosa Dierricn’s sunny smile 
and firm, sure step in leading the way 
to her room belied her seventy-six 
years, She politely insisted that Dr. 
Bachmann, her pastor and rector of 
the Philadelphia Motherhouse of Dea- 


Sister Rosa Dietrich 


conesses, and not she, take the com- 
fortable old-style rocker. She would 
take the straight-backed chair next to 
it! She was a picture! Her plain black 
shoes were polished; her ankle-length, 
full-skirted, blue work dress was fresh 
and starched; the plain silver cross on 
her bosom seemed as though it had 
found a fitting place; her snow-white 
deaconess cap crowned her equally 
white hair. Her alert, sympathetic eyes 
and quick smile completed the picture 
of Christian womanhood at its best. 
Now that she was about to celebrate, 
on October 29, the fiftieth year of her 
consecration as a Lutheran deaconess, 
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was she happy and thankful for having 
made the choice? That moment, she 
said, when back in Saxony she made 
up her mind to come to America with 
her pastor’s family to become a dea- 
coness, she regards as the wisest mo- 
ment of her life. And her mother was 
so considerate in permitting her to go, 
she recalled fondly. 


A Half Century Ago 

August 7, 1888, Sister Rosa began 
nurse’s training at Lankenau Hospital. 
Tt was not long before she was put in 
charge of stations of importance in the 
various wards. She also trained for, 
and later conducted, kindergarten 
work. This helped to lay the founda- 
tion of the now-famous School for Girls. 
A deaconess’ training is all-round and 
complete, she would have us know! She 
also went through the paces in the 
kitchen of the hospital, and soon as- 
sumed charge of “operations” there. 
Finally, after six years of such practical 
duties, combined with endless studies, 
her fondest dreams were realized when 
she was consecrated a deaconess in 
1894. 

Sister Rosa’s diligence and com- 
petence led to her being called as parish 
worker at St. Paul’s Church in what 
was still a fashionable section of the 
upper East Side of New York City—123 
W. 71st Street. That was in 1899. To- 
day we know the same section as Har- 
lem—a changed place, she said! There 
she worked under the supervision of 
two pastors—the Rev. John A. W. Haas, 
who was destined to step from St. 
Paul's to the presidency of Muhlenberg 
College in Allentown, Pa., and the Rev. 
Fred H. Bosch. Her work was two- 
fold: teaching and visiting. “Weekday 
schools are all the rage today,” she said, 
with a twinkle in her eyes; but she con- 
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ducted a weekday school for St. Paul’s, 
and its was no one-day-a-week affair! 
There were classes five afternoons and 
Saturday mornings. Saturday afternoons 
she made visits which were at some 
distance, and on other weekdays she 
visited in the immediate neighborhood. 


A Community Friend 

Was her sphere of activity in visiting 
limited strictly to the congregation’s 
members? No indeed—a soft radiance 
moistened her eyes—there were many 
non-member Protestant and Catholic 
families who regularly welcomed her 
into their homes. Her primly-garbed 
figure was familiar and welcome to any 
and all. One instance she recalled with 
special tenderness. A Catholic woman 
whom she happened to be visiting, it 
was evident, needed to go to the hos- 
pital for an operation—and quickly. 
But, the woman insisted, how could she 
go when the week’s wash lay undone? 
Sister Rosa packed her off and did the 
wash herself! The sequel to the story 
is even better. One day after the same 
woman had been returned from the 
hospital to her home again, and was 
now quite able to go about her house- 
hold duties, Sister Rosa made her ap- 
pearance. Would the kind Sister get 
busy with the wash?’ Indeed not! A 
deaconess is ever willing to do anything 
that is necessary, but one draws the 
line! 

In this manner, for twenty years, 
Sister Rosa won the hearts of the sick, 
the shut-ins, the poor and needy around 
St. Paul’s. She was a walking Angel of 
Mercy. 


An Awful Catastrophe 

It was while she was working in New 
York that the General Slocum took fire 
and sank in the Hudson River, hurrying 
to their deaths almost the entire mem- 
bership of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
of downtown New York. That fateful 
day 800 members of that church, in- 
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cluding the pastor’s wife, were drowned. 
The pastor himself, the Rev. George 
Haas, was rescued, but later nearly died 
from shock and sickness. Temporarily, 
Sister Rosa was called down to St. 
Mark’s, and she visited in most of the 
homes into which death had stalked. 
Those were tragic days, she said. Only 
a Gospel of infinite patience and kind- 
ness could bring comfort. 

After twenty fruitful years at St. 
Paul’s, in 1919 Sister Rosa returned to 
the Philadelphia Motherhouse at 2100 
S. College Avenue to be assistant to the 
Directing Sister for the next two years. 
Then, until she was retired in 1937, she 
was put in charge of the Home for the 
Aged. Titus R. ScHo.t. 


Choirs vs. Glee Clubs 


WHETHER as a reward or as an obli- 
gation, or both, we do not specify, but 
certainly Minneapolis and Minnesota 
are distinguished by the preponder- 
ance of church-minded Scandinavians 
or their descendants. Even the stranger 
in their midst will be impressed by the 
evidences of religion among them. For 
example, at one night’s program of the 
U. L. C. A. convention, special music 
was sung by a large choir of high school 
students, a half dozen anthems. Few 
eastern cities rate sacred music as ex- 
pedient for high school use. We noticed 
also that large choirs are in the service 
of the congregations of the Twin Cities. 
It is probable that St. Olaf College, its 
choir, and distinguished conductor and 
composer, Melius Christiansen, are the 
fountainhead of this benign influence. 
There are numerous institutions of 
education in the Gopher State, but none 
that is of greater value to the people 
of the commonwealth than St. Olaf Col- 
lege. In so far as music is concerned, 
Christiansen’s singers, by devoting two 
weeks annually to well-arranged tours, 
have stimulated the substitution of 
choirs for glee clubs at many institu- 
tions of learning in America. 
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eros the Desk 


Tue President's Thanksgiving Day 
Proclamation for 1944 appears in full 
on page 2 of this issue. We deem it the 
duty and privilege of every citizen to 
read it and ponder upon it. As we gave 
attention to its paragraphs, we were 
impressed first by its references to the 
great output of products which Amer- 
ica’s fields, forests, mines and factories 
have made available for distribution 
and which, under plans formed and is- 
sued by the civil authorities, have sus- 
tained the Allied Nations in the great 
struggle in which all are engaged. 

From the time the United States be- 
came a participant in the war until vic- 
tory shall have ended it, a dual expec- 
tation from this nation is in process of 
realization. The weaponed, determined, 
and well-led millions of participants in 
the armed services, together with four 
times as many civilians at work in the 
home land, assure ultimate defeat of an 
ideology of government which is not 
only at enmity with ours, but is also in 
opposition to the plans of God for the 
welfare of the nations of mankind. 

It is near to expecting a superhuman 
attitude of man toward the waste, the 
privations and the sufferings of this 
war, to join participation in it to 
thanksgiving, even now when the vic- 
tory appears to be in sight. But it is 
appreciation of a cause to whose pres- 
ervation and extension we are striving 
—the discernment of the will of God 
for a government under which is free- 
dom to call upon Him. This yields sub- 
mission and patience. 

We can be sure that the high cost of 
the war has not been in vain. More nu- 
merous, better organized, and more in- 
fluential than ever before in the whole 
world are those valiant statesmen and 
citizens who will demand a just and 
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durable peace and who advocate a force 
sufficient to suppress the mistaken or 
evil leadership that plunges the world 
into bloody conflicts. 


WAR-CAUSED FAMINE 

Mayss Tur Luraeran’s page one pic- 
ture for this issue is not properly se- 
lected. Certainly no one in his right 
mind can be thankful that starvation at 
the worst, and vast areas of undernour- 
ishment at the best, make the little girl 
with the cup a pleader for many mil- 
lions of our fellow human beings. 

Frankly, Tas Luraeran has only a 
few direct sources of information about 
the child victims of this war, and of 
several we tell you only one. We were 
recently informed of the narrow escape 
from injury which was the experience 
of one of our friends. His trip in an 
army vehicle brought him into a region 
where he was under enemy fire, to es- 
cape which he took refuge in a ditch. 
He realized mortal danger, but he com- 
mented, “A convoy of provisions had to 
get through to a population who for 
three months had lived on herbs and . 
roots.” Just to bring the description to 
an end, it is our impression that the 
provisions got through. Part of the dis- 
posal of the abundant harvests from 
Canadian and United States fields is en 
route to thé impoverished areas of Asia 
and Europe. Its distribution is the sign 
of our government’s altruism, Also and 


definitely, it is a reason to thank God 


that the seed sown in fertile soil has 
yielded many fold and quantities can 
be spared. 


INTER-LUTHERAN RELATIONSHIPS 


Pace 23 of the issue of Tae LurHeran 
under date of November 1 merits atten- 
tion by members of the United Lu- 
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theran Church; it records the resolu- 
tions adopted by our Church in con- 
vention at Minneapolis as they were 
presented by our Commission on. Re- 
lationships with other Lutheran Bodies 
and also a paragraph expressing appre- 
ciation of the action of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church in authorizing pastors 
and congregations of that synod to 
practice “selective” pulpit and altar 
fellowship. 

How the 1944 action of the United 
Lutheran Church ties in with the dec- 
laration issued ten years ago at Sa- 
vannah, Ga., has significance. The 
ULCA’s Commission is instructed “to 
continue its efforts in the direction of 
closer organic relations and actual 
union of the several bodies of Luther- 
anism in America.” The distinction in 
this instruction lies in the phrase “or- 
ganic relations and actual union’—on 
the basis doctrinally of “our common 
historic confessions.” 

It is not everywhere known and un- 
derstood that the Savannah declaration 
on Lutheran union (1934) has not yet 
been accepted as the basis of discussion 
and recommendations by any of the 
general bodies whom the ULCA’s pres- 
ident and commission invited to con- 
ferences. The commission authorized 
by the American Lutheran Church 
when in 1936 they met the ULCA ap- 
pointees, stated that they were em- 
powered to discuss differences only: 
and they named three. Rather than 
break off contacts, the ULCA commis- 
sion consented to engage in the discus- 
sions out of which came the resolutions 
acted upon at Omaha in 1940. The Mis- 
souri Commission also declared them- 
selves similarly limited. 

The Savannah declaration by the 
ULCA was framed by the Committee 
on Memorials from Constituent Synods, 
of which the membership was twenty- 
four. The late Dr. Charles M. Jacobs 
was chairman, and the committee gave 
intensive attention to fifteen items 
placed with them for consideration, of 


November 15, 1944 


which seven made definite appeals for 
closer Lutheran union. In the back- 
ground of the formal “memorials” were 
resolutions from groups of Lutherans, 
laymen and pastors, that reached the 
convention by way of the synods. The 
“Savannah Declaration” was unan- 
imously adopted. President Knubel 
acted promptly in appointing associates 
with himself on the ULCA’s commis- 
sion and in issuing invitations to other 
Lutheran synods. The direct results, 
so far as consideration of organic union 
is concerned, are nil; but indirectly the 
challenge of the document has exerted 
influences effecting the extension of 
co-operative activities by means of the 
National Lutheran Council. 


DOCTRINAL AFFIRMATION 


As of September 1944 and stated to 
be for the purpose of establishing doc- 
trinal unity, Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo., has published a 
twenty-page pamphlet under the title— 
“Doctrinal Affirmation of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri and 
Other States, and of the American Lu- 
theran Church.” The signatures are in- 
dicative of the status of unity so far 
attained, being the committee on Doc- 
trinal Unity in the Lutheran Church of 
America (Missouri Synod Committee) 
and the Committee on Intersynodical 
Fellowship of the American Lutheran 
Church. The contents of the pamphlet 
consist of fifty-two paragraphs arranged 
under eighteen subjects, the first of 
which is “Of the Holy Scriptures.” Pro- 
posal to offer it for Doctrinal Affirma- 
tion would seem to give it the standing 
of a confession. It is, in fact, a declara- 
tion of doctrines to frame which a group 
of theologians have evidently given 
great attention. Wherein it agrees with 
the positions expressed by the historic 
confessions of Lutherans, it is unneces- 
sary. Where it injects new ideas into 
the tenets of our church, it creates con- 
clusions either ambiguous or out of ac- 
cord with the Book of Concord. 
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CARTHAGE COLLEGE DIAMOND JUBILEE 


Campaign to Raise $180,000 Well Organized to Gain Objective 


CarTHace CoLiece at Carthage, Ill., will 
celebrate its seventy-fifth year in the field 
of Christian education in 1945. For three 
quarters of a century this fine institution 
has been training men and women for 
Christian living and service. No better evi- 
dence of the results of all these years of 
service can be found than in the thou- 
sands of men and women who have passed 
through Carthage’s portals and are now 
serving in all walks of life with a large 
percentage of them in the full-time serv- 
ice of the Lutheran and other churches. 

To commemorate this seventy-fifth an- 
niversary the four synods that give their 
support to Carthage—Ilinois, Iowa, North- 
west and Wartburg—have launched a Dia- 
mond Jubilee Campaign to raise $180,000 
for building a new men’s dormitory which 
will provide living accommodations for 128 
students. The need for this dormitory is 
obvious when one takes into consideration 
that the average enrollment at Carthage 


for the five years preceding the war aver- 
aged 173 male students annually. With the 
end of the war enrollment figures are ex- 
pected to jump because of returning serv- 
ice men who will be able to continue their 
education through means provided by the 
passage of the GI Bill of Rights. 


A Worthwhile Record 


Carthage College enjoys an enviable 
record. Its students have made good in 
all fields of endeavor. More than 200 
Carthaginians are now serving as pastors; 
forty-one missionaries of the Lutheran 
Church attended the institution; 40 per 
cent of the pastors of the Illinois Synod 
and 26 per cent of the pastors of the com- 
bined supporting synods are Carthaginians. 
More than 7,000 men and women have 
passed through its portals and gone out 
into various fields of service; 2,000 of these 
alumni are still living. Sixty Carthage stu- 
dents are now preparing for the ministry 


A Group Interested in Carthage College Luneh Together During Minneapolis Convention 
(L. to r.)—President Erland Nelson, Carthage College; President R. H. Gerberding, 
D.D., Northwest Synod; President E. A. Piper, D.D., Iowa Synod; the Rev. H. T. Ras- 
mussen, Northwestern Seminary; President Armin G. Weng, D.D., Illinois Synod; J. K. 
Jensen, Janesville, Wis., General Chairman of the Carthage College Jubilee Campaign; 
President R. R. Belter, D:D., Wartburg Synod; the Rev. Carl V. Tambert, Reformation 
Church, St. Paul, Minn.; the Rev. W. E. Kaitschuk, Carthage College Board of Trustees; 
Dr. Mary E. Markley, honorary alumna of Carthage College; H. D. Hoover, D.D., Gettys- 
burg Seminary, a former president of Carthage College. 
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either at the institution or at one of the 
seminaries; 63 per cent of the present stu- 
dent body are members of Lutherans. 

Supporters of Carthage, however, are not 
content to rest on the past history of the 
institution. Today they are looking to the 
future and are meeting the challenge of 
adequate post-war housing. They have re- 
alized that the need for this new dormi- 
tory space must be met if the institution 
is to continue to fulfill its high purpose to 
give to our youth a sound education and 
true realization of spiritual values. By 
December 10, closing date of the campaign, 
they will have made every effort to secure 
the amount required. 

The appeal for funds is being carried 
direct to the congregations of the 349 
churches of the four supporting synods 
with a definite plan of action. Local 
churches have set up their own organiza- 
tions within the framework of a general 
overall plan, and have initiated their own 
programs to obtain specific objectives. 


The Campaign Committee 

J. K,. Jensen of Janesville, Wis., treas- 
urer of the Northwest Synod, and long 
identified as a prominent lay leader of the 
ULCA, is serving as general chairman of 
the overall campaign. Mr. Jensen is as- 
sisted by a steering committee composed 
of the Rev. Kenneth A. Hurst of Racine, 
Wis., chairman; R. R. Belter, D.D., of Bur- 
lington, Iowa, president of the Wartburg 
Synod; O. A. Hanke of Mt. Morris, IIL, 
chairman of the Carthage Board of Trus- 
tees; the Rev. W. E. Kaitschuk of Steele- 
ville, Ill, member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Board of Trustees; Dr. Erland 
Nelson, president of Carthage College; Dr. 
R. H. Gerberding of Minneapolis, Minn., 
president of the Northwest Synod; Dr. 
E. A. Piper of Fairfield, Iowa, spresident 
of the Iowa Synod; and Dr. Armin G. 
Weng, president of the Illinois Synod. 

Lutheran leaders and alumni attended a 
Carthage College Rally held at the Leam- 
ington Hotel, Minneapolis, Minn., October 
13, while the ULCA was assembled in con- 
vention, The principal speaker on this oc- 
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casion was the Rev. C. V. Tambert, an 
alumnus of the institution. The gathering 
also heard inspirational appeals from the 
presidents of the four synods that aid in 
the support of Carthage. Dr. Franklin C. 
Fry, president-elect of the U. L. C. A,, 
addressed the group. 


“Faith is the Victory” 


Tue sixty-second annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Maryland Synod was held in St. Mark’s 
Church, Baltimore, Md. The convention 
opened with the Communion Service con- 
ducted by Robert D. Clare, D.D., pastor. 

The theme, “Faith is the Victory,” was 
emphasized throughout the sessions in de- 
votions and addresses: Both home and for- 
eign fields were well presented. With our 
Triennial Objective in view, the committee 
planned the evening service to appeal to 
students, business women and nurses who 
could not attend the day sessions. After 
a most inspiring address by Miss Christie 
Zimmerman, our missionary to India, Miss 
Helen R. Lawson, Congress president, in- 
troduced the highlight of the convention. 
First Miss Ruth E. Sigmon, A.B., the fourth 
young woman to be appointed by the 
Board of Foreign Missions this year was 
presented, and then, the fifth, Maryland’s 
own, Miss Ruth M. Myers, A.B., M.S., in a 
most impressive service was commissioned 
as a missionary to India. To hear these 
young women, one knew they were begin- 
ning a career to which they had been ded- 
icated years ago. 

Mrs. James W. Miller, missionary to 
Liberia, painted a vivid picture of the 
needs in that field, and S. White Rhyne, 
D.D., Miss Frances Dysinger, Miss Clara 
Leaman and Miss Sue Caughman presented 
the needs and work on the home front. 

Chaplain Roy L. Yund gave an idea of 
the splendid work of “Shepherding Sol- 
diers,” and Mrs. Henry H. Bagger urged 
the need of more mission study. 

Encouraging reports and a fine attend- 
ance marked the convention. 

Ipa L, STARK. 
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T HSE SCHOOL LESSON 


Inspired Words About Work hy Nathan ®. Melhorn 


Well-chosen Scripture Teachings Which Relate to Man's Daily Duty 
The Adult Sunday School Lesson for November 26 
InsTEAD of our usual approach to the passages of. Holy Scripture which the Adult 


classes of our Sunday schools will consider at their meetings on November 26, we have 
set the six in succession and coupled a theme to each. The series begins with a passage 


CHURCH 


from Deuteronomy in which Moses earnestly reminded the people that they left Egypt 


with nothing except what their God had 
given them. To His will for them they 
owed the land at whose borders they had 
arrived and of whose riches they became 
possessors. In this eighth chapter of 
Deuteronomy, Moses set forth the values 
of the Jordan valley and bade his follow- 
ers remember by whose favor they would 
occupy it. And you may observe that this 
chapter of Deuteronomy is often used to 
describe the resources of the United States 
and Canada, 


In Luke 12: 13-34 and Luke 19: 11-27 
Our Lord was speaking relative to that 
common, sinful characteristic of mankind, 
covetousness. In the course of His dis- 
course, He referred to material values, 
large and small. As little as a sparrow, 
and as much as the rich man’s estate were 
cited as within the care of God. Jesus 
concluded His instruction with the prin- 
ciple—“Where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.” In the later record 
(Luke 19) the parable of the pounds is the 
medium to convey the expectations of the 
great Owner from those to whose control 
He has committed the use of His powers. 


In Acts 19: 23-28 


An incident in Paul’s ministry to the 


Ephesians was recorded by St. Luke in 
which economic motivation created oppo- 
sition to the proper use of possessions. 
Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen: set up 
interference with free access to the preach- 
ing of the Gospel of salvation, declaring 
it would interfere with their business, that 
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is, with the sale of images of Diana, the 
“patron goddess” of their great city. Here 
Paul’s experience was with open, riotous, 
and probably quite effective antagonism to 
the ministry to which Jesus had called 
him. 


In | Thessalonians 4: | 1-12; 
Il Thessalonians 3: 10-12 

In the first of these, the inspired teach- 
ing commands honesty, manual labor, and 
attention to the Christian’s own affairs. 
One has a glimpse at the social position of 
the Thessalonia believers by the reference 
to “work with your own hands.” A general 
caution is pronounced against forms of 
noisy agitation that would create futile 
opposition to the believers. The message 
in II Thessalonians is more blunt: it aims 
at and hits a class of persons who know. 
no shame in being supported spiritually 
and materially by the labor of other than 
themselves. The advice boils down to the 
law—‘“Either work or starve.” 


Production Required 

We doubt the ability of the most devout 
student of Holy Scripture to find any par- 
ticular economic system which has been 
given to,man by divine authority. What 
we do find is the recognition and the re- 
quirement that man shall so employ his 
mastery over whatever resources his 
Creator has given him as to make them 
multiply and increase. One notes endow- 
ment of the material world with capacity 
for increase by processes of production 
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“each after its kind.” Something in the 
nature of the profit motive is established 
in connection with intelligently managed 
work. The ability of the natural world to 


dom of everlasting life, and his possession 
of this power is an obligation to use it. 
Paul wrote the Thessalonians, “If any 
would not work, neither should he eat.” 


provide for the necessities of an ever- 
growing population implies that every per- 
son will work and thus do the will of his 
Maker. 

A similar “law of life” is in the spiritual 
regime. Whoever has received the grace 
of regeneration, so that he is a new crea-  f, Pirates Wain rs Timothy 6: 9-il. 
ture, is able to bring others into the king- S. The Rich Warned. James 5: 1-6. 


AUXILIARY WITH IMPORTANT DUTIES 


BrotTHErHoops have a real post-war task in aiding the returning service men 
to find their proper places in the church. The task of the Brotherhood has always 
been to cultivate the loyalty of men for the work of the church. 

Capable leadership of the Brotherhood of the United Lutheran Church, such 
as we find in the officers and executive committee, will go a long way toward 
preparing this organization for the big task it now faces. Organizing a Brother- 
hood in every congregation will be an important factor in success. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


November 20-26 


A Parable of Industry. Luke 19: 12-26. 
Dealing esis Busybodies. II Thessalonians 


. Toil Under a-Tyrant. Exodus 5: 2-18. 
. An Ungrateful Servant. Matthew 18: 23-30. 


The Executive Committee of the U. L. C. A. Brotherhood 


(Seated, 1. to r.)—Alfred Arnesen, Sr., Chicago, Ill.; Executive Secretary Earle W. Bader, 
Bethlehem, Pa.; President Lawrence F. Speckman, Esq., Louisville, Ky.; Secretary 
Harold D. Fostér, Harrisburg, Pa.; and H. E. Isenhour, Salisbury, N. C. 

(Standing, l. to r.)—The Rev. G. E. McCarney, Conshohocken, Pa.; William F. Kedde, 
Omaha, Nebr.; A. J. Mayer, Waterloo, Canada; Vice-president Francis K. Ford, Niagara 
Falls, N. Y.; Treasurer Ira C. R. Guldin, Kutztown, Pa.; Vice-president Zeb B. Trexler, 
Concord, N. C.; Paul A. Weidley, D.D., Baltimore, Md.; Vice-president Harry A. Fritsch, 
Allentown, Pa. 

Missing from the picture were J. Milton Deck, Philadelphia, Pa.; Martin. A. McGrory, 
Warrant Officer, U.S.M.C., Washington, D. C.; and the Rev. Charles F. Brobst, Telford, Pa. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


“Now Thank We All Our God—Psalm 147 


A creat hymn of thanksgiving is the 
basis of our study and its first line our 
topic. It is No. 283 in our Common Service 
Book. It has timeliness for today, since it 
was written in thanksgiving for the end 
of the terrible Thirty Years’ War. Its au- 
thor was Pastor Martin Rinkart, who lived 
1586-1649. He was a man of many parts— 
poet, musician, dramatist, scholar, soldier, 
patriot and pastor. This great hymn was 
made available in English by our greatest 
hymn translator, Catherine Winkworth. 
She has set down her estimate of Rinkart 
in these words: “So great were his own 
losses and charities that he had the utmost 
difficulty in finding bread and clothes for 
his children, and was forced to mortgage 
his future income for several years. Yet 
how little his spirit was broken by these 
calamities is shown by this hymn and 
others that he wrote; some, indeed, de- 
voted to his nation’s sorrows, but all 
breathing the same spirit of unbounded 
trust and readiness to give thanks.” 

The heroic deeds of Rinkart brought him 
the popular title, “saviour of his country.” 
No one knew his people’s sufferings better 
than he. During the plague that accom- 
panied the war he read the burial service 
for more than 4,500 dead. When famine— 
another companion of war—came and poor 
wretches fought on the streets for crusts 
of bread, he organized and administered 
relief and worked tirelessly among them, 


bringing spiritual comfort as well as bread) 


When the Swedish army demanded a large 
indemnity that the impoverished people 
could not possibly pay, he went personally 
to plead their cause and won for them a 
lowering of the’ demands. It was when 
peace was finally in sight and he had as- 
sembled his people for a service of thanks- 
giving, that he gave them this great an- 
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them of thanksgiving, still a favorite the 
world over for occasions of national or 
personal thanksgiving. 


From Ecclesiasticus 

We do not use the Apocrypha very often 
in our American churches. It used to be 
printed in the same volume with our Bibles 
and so was more often used. These writ- 
ings—while not inspired as are the rest of 
the books of the canon—have many beau- 
tiful and helpful passages. Evidently 
Rinkart was well acquainted with them 
and the source of our hymn is found 
clearly in the following lines from Eecle- 
siasticus 1; 22-24: 


“Now, therefore, bless ye the God of all, 

Which only doeth wondrous things every- 
where, 

Which exalted our days from the womb, 

And dealeth with us according to His 
mercy. 

May He grant us joyfulness of heart, 

And that peace may be in our days in 
Israel forever; 

That He would confirm His merey with 
us, 

And deliver us at this time.” , 


A comparison of the first two stanzas of 
our hymn |with these lines will show their 
influence.’ The spirit of them is found in 
our lesson, Psalm 147. It is full of David's 
spirit, and many other psalms breathe the 
same prayer of thanksgiving. Another pas- 
sage for comparison is Psalm 108: 1-4. 

This hymn has been called the Te Deum 
of Protestantism and ranks second only to 
“A Mighty Fortress” in its widespread 
popularity. It is probably sung more uni- 
versally in America on Thanksgiving Day 
than any other hymn. Because of its back- 
ground of war and suffering, it seems par- 
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ticularly appropriate to this year when we 
are looking hopefully forward to peace. 


Trials and Thanksgiving 

We should be reminded that Christian 
people are nowhere promised that they 
will be shielded from the trials of life, “My 
grace is sufficient,” is God's promise, With 
the trial, He offers strength to bear it. War 
affects the religion of people differently, 
just as do all trials. Some rebel, feeling 
that God has not been fair with them and 
that their religious faithfulness has gotten 
them nothing. Others become indifferent, 
permitting the problem of living in a war- 
torn world to crowd out all thought of God. 
Others find the comfort that God has 
promised and lift their hearts to Him in 
thanksgiving. This is true with our men 
and women in uniform as well as with 
their families. For some there seems little 
reason to thank God. But they have not 
understood God’s good will and grace. For 
many the suffering and worries of war 
have demonstrated the value of their faith, 
They will sing, even amid their tears, 
“Now Thank We All Our God.” 


"Thanksgiving" 

It is well to remember that thank is an 
old past tense of the verb to think. We 
say, “Thank you,” very easily for favors 
done. It becomes an almost automatic re- 
sponse. We may say our “thank you” to 
God in the same casual way. This great 
hymn thinks through the reasons for giv- 
ing thanks. The difficult circumstances 
under which it was written demanded this, 
Things for which to be thankful were not 
on the surface of life. They had to be 
mined, as the precious ores are mined 
from the earth, It requires the eyes and 
a heart of faith to see God’s hand some- 
times. “Shall I be thankful,” we say, 
“when I have lost so much?” Rinkart led 
his people to count their blessings. When 
we do that, we find that there are plenty 
for which we should be thankful. 

Peace was uppermost in the mind of the 
people of Rinkart’s day. It is a major goal 
in our day as well. Thoughtful people will 
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think through their needs and find that the 
greatest war is in their own souls. Sin is 
the enemy that ruthlessly destroys our 
peace. No thanksgiving can be complete 
that considers the outward blessings of 
peace and prosperity that come to a na- 
tion, We must also think of the greatest 
gift of God, the Prince of Peace, who calms 
troubled hearts and strengthens and en- 
courages anxious people, Let us sing this 
hymn with thought for the spiritual bless- 
ings that “free us from all ills,” 
w ” “ 


To Lwapmrs: Topic date, November 26, 
Next topic, “The Role of Youth in World 
Peace.” 


Midwest Regional 
Conference of LSAA 


Kearney State Teachers’ College of 
Kearney, Nebr., was host to the annual 
Conference of the Midwest Region of the 
Lutheran Student Association of America, 
October 20-22. Fifty-five delegates were in 
attendance, 

Speakers for the three-day conference 
were the Rev. James E. Claypool, Messiah 
Church, Lindsborg, Kan,; the Rev, R. BE. 
Morton, president of Dana College, Blair, 
Nebr,; and the Rev, Fredrik Schiotz, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the American Lu- 
theran Conference’s Student Service De- 
partment, Pastors Claypool and Schiotz 
developed the theme, “Christianity in the 
World Today: Our Faith and Our Mis- 
sion,” and President Morton conducted 
Bible studies on the Book of Nehemiah, 

Lloyd Neve, student at Trinity Seminary, 
Blair, Nebr., was re-elected president for 
the coming year. Bob Bartels, Midland 
College, Fremont, Nebr., was elected vice- 
president; secretary, Ndna Palm, Bethany 
College, Lindsborg; Dean Tieman, State 
College, Manhattan, Kan., treasurer, 

Advisers chosen for 1944-45 were: Miss 
Inez Ekdahl, Manhattan, Kan.; Miss Mary 
Larson, Lawrence, Kan; the Rev. R, E. 
Morton, Blair, Nebr.; the Rev, C. H. Hink- 
house, Lincoln, Nebr.; and the Rev. F. 
Lauersen, Wahoo, Nebr. 

Next year’s conference will be held on 
the campus of Luther College, Wahoo, 
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Thinking About Divorce 


Conserving Marriage and the Family. By Ernest R. Groves. Macmillan, 128 pages. $1.75. 

Having been consulted concerning several possible divorces during the past year, 
and having just come from a consultation with a person who has been twice divorced 
and wants to marry again, I can better appreciate this book and the great need for it. 
Dr. Groves and his wife are pioneers in marriage teaching and conservation. 


There is no other book like this. It is 
written for those in doubt about getting 
a divorce. Dr, Groves considers the mo- 
tives commonly recognized, those not com- 
monly recognized, and gives some good 
advice, As all know who are familiar with 
this subject, the reasons legally assigned 
for a divorce are seldom the real reasons. 
In honest consultation one gets to the 
naked truth—and an inexperienced person 
is amazed at the findings. 

The book is written in simple language, 
ahd in conversational style. There is no 
problem that I have run across that is not 
considered, But then Dr. Groves has had 
thirty years’ experience and is thoroughly 
familiar with his subject. 

Pastors and others who deal with people 
should have greater knowledge about this 
subject, and should by all means have this 
book. One recognizes in it the touch of a 
master hand. W. R. Srecart. 


Tough Questions 


The Church and the War. 
Macmillan. 49 pages. 

In this 49-page booklet, Barth answers a 
series of pointed questions asked by Sam- 
uel McCrae Cavert relative to the Amer- 
ican Church's responsibility in the peace. 
Dr. Cavert’s questions are these: How can 
a Christian be, at the same time, a loyal 
citizen of a national state and a loyal) 
member of the Church Universal, which 
transcends national interests? Is this war 
the judgment of God on mankind? What 
is the true function of the Church and its 
ministers in relation to the war? 

Many of Dr. Barth's strong sentences 
will stick in the reader's mind. “It is a 
monumental disgrace to Protestantism that 
the monster of National Socialism could be 
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born in the very cradle of the Reforma- 
tion, . . . Protestant churches lacked ‘the 
watchmen’ to arouse the nations and pre- 
vent the calamity. ... Human hands will 
not rebuild Europe. The future must be 
accepted as grace. ... Can Hitler be more 
guilty in the judgment of God than the 
men who in 1919 could write no better 
peace terms than those of Versailles? . . 

We shall have to dare to understand the 
Germans better than they understood 
themselves and thus nullify the unfor- 
tunate work of Bismarck. . . . It will be 
pretty difficult for America to be helpful 
to the European churches, not because they 
are exacting but because they are partic- 
ularly needy.” Cuartes A. Puts. 


Pioneers 


Church Bells in the Forest. By Theodore 
Graebner. Concordia. 98 pages. $1. 

Micuigan’s population is formed of many 
migrations. Many of them were from Lu- 
theran lands, such as Finland, Sweden, 
Norway. Church Bells in the Forest is the’ 
story of one of these Lutheran migrations, 
that of the Franconian Bavarians to the 
territory around Saginaw in the decade 
1840-1850, 

Although it “pretends to be no more 
than a simple recital of the founding of 
the Missouri Synod'’s work in a small but 
significant area of what were then the 
sparsely settled frontiers of the great 
Northwest,” this book deserves wider read- 
ing than by members of that synod alone. 
Because of its light, popular, easily read- 
able style, Lutherans in general will like 
it, especially if interested in early Amer- 
ican Lutheranism and pioneer work among 
the Indians. Historians will like it, espe- 
cially if interested in the history of Mich- 
igan or the beginning of the Missouri 
Synod. Wittram S. Avery. 
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Sesquicentennial Service 


A Host of people attended the sesqui- 
centennial services at \St. Peter’s (Piney 
Woods) Church near Chapin, S. C., Octo- 
ber 15. They came from all parts of the 
state and from adjoining states. The large 
church was packed with nearly a thou- 
sand people at both services and several 
hundred were compelled to remain out- 
_side in the grove. 

Early comers were rewarded for their 
efforts with the opportunity of witnessing 
how these thrifty and church-loving folk 
bring their offerings to their church: $1,650 
was contributed in cash at the Sunday 
school hour as a spe- 
cial anniversary gift 
for a projected edu- 
cational building, and 
more than $200 was 
added later to make 
the offerings for the 
day amount to 
$1,868.90. The build- 
ing will be erected as 
soon as_ restrictions 
are lifted. 


Part of the congrega- 
tion present at the 
observance of the 
Sesquicentennial of 
St. Peter's Church, 

Chapin, S. C. 


At the Sunday school hour the Rev. J. S. 
Wessinger of Salisbury, N. C., a son and 
former pastor of the congregation, ad- 
dressed the adult department; Prof. John 
K. Linn of the Lutheran Southern The- 
ological Seminary and a former mission- 
ary to Japan, addressed the young people; 
and Mrs. John K. Linn addressed the 
children. 

At the morning church service the Rev. 
J. Milton Frick, a son of the congregation 
and a direct descendant of the late Thomas 
Frick, one of the organizers of the church 
150 years ago, preached the anniversary 
sermon. Twelve new members were re- 
ceived by letter of transfer at this service. 
During the noon hour hundreds of people 
enjoyed Christian fellowship and lunch on 
the church grounds. 
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At the afternoon service the Rev. J. S. 
Wessinger read the service and greetings 
were read from church officials of the 
synod and the conferénce, and from living 
pastors. The widow of the late Rev. J. K. 
Efird, a former pastor, was present and 
delighted the congregation with her per- 
sonal message. The active sons of the con- 
gregation in the ministry—Pastors Wess- 
inger, V. L. Fulmer, Frick and Heyward 
W. Epting—brought or sent greetings. Let- 
ters had also been received from the sixty 
service men in active service. Greetings 
also were given by Mr. J. D. Caroll and 
D. Ellis Efird from the Efird families, who 
have meant so much to the congregation. 


The feature of the afternoon was the his- 
torical address by the Rev. Verley L. 
Fulmer of Newberry, a son of the congre- 
gation. The pastor, the Rev, G. H. C. Park, 
directed all the plans and conducted all 
the services for the celebration. 


New York City, N. Y. Christ Church, 
416 East 19th Street, New York, continues 
to make November 5 a day on which trib- 
utes of esteem are paid to the life and work 
of Dr. George U. Wenner, who established 
this congregation and served it for sixty- 
six years. 

A tenth anniversary of his death was 
celebrated this year with a memorial serv- 
ice at which the Rev. John H. Frenssen, 
director of Wartburg Orphans’ Farm 
School, was the preacher. 
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Special Gatherings and Activities in Western Pennsylvania 


Tus president of synod, H. R. Shepfer, 
D.D,, following a major operation at the 
Allegheny Hospital, Pittsburgh, October 13, 
is doing as well as can be expected, Early 
in November he hopes to return to his 
home, in Edgewood, where some weeks 
will still be necessary for convalesence. 
Serving in his place as delegate to the 
Minneapolis Convention was alternate J. J. 
Myers, D.D,, Pittsburgh, former secretary 
of synod, 


Intersynodical Meetings 

“The Conference of Magnificent Dis- 
tances” is a frequent description of the 
Northeast Conference, because it includes, 
geographically, the large mountain region 
around the Allegheny National Forest and 
Cook State Forest, ‘The towns are “few and 
far between,” and pastors and congrega- 
tions are somewhat handicapped in coming 
together for activities, But this difficulty 
is affset in some communities by a circum- 
stance which invites another kind of inter- 
chureh and inter-Lutheran fellowship. 
Many Augustana Synod congregations, 
their people largely of Swedish back- 
ground, are in the area. In some towns 
a Union Reformation Service is a long- 
standing custom and a highlight annual 
event, Examples of this are at Warren, 
Ridgway, and Dubois, as we learn from 
the pastors of our synod in those towns, 
BH. A. Rinard, DD, R. C. Lauffenberger, 
and J, C, Klingensmith, respectively. 

A still more inclusive fellowship of this, 
kind is at Ashtabula, Ohio, on Lake Evie, 
where there is also a Finnish Lutheran 
Chureh, in addition to a congregation of 
the Augustana Synod and one of the Pitts- 
burgh Synod (First, the-Rev, Paul M, Ruif 
pastor), Together they sponsor a Lutheran 
Leadership Institute, using ULC courses, 
The Luther Leagues of the three churches 
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held a rally recently at the Finnish Lu- 
theran Camp, and are planning another 
for Thanksgiving. 


The thirty-first anniversary of Christ 
Church, Lawrence Park, Erie, J. F. Ber- 
mon, D.D., pastor, had special significance 
in that it marked the erasing of the church 
debt. President William Zimmerman of 
Thiel College brought the message at the 
opening service of celebration, October 8. 
At a special congregational meeting the 
following Friday, the final payment on the 
debt was made, with a check given to Mr. 
William Pfister, representing the Lutheran 
Church Extension Society of Erie. 


Every Sunday, between 40 and 50 chil- 
dren attend Children of the Church serv- 
ices at St, Stephen's, Erie, A. U. Gesler, 
Ph.D,, pastor, Last summer there were 127 
pupils at the vacation Bible school of the 
congregation, , 


Interested in Thiel College 

Planning for the return of the service 
men, Messiah Church, Wesleyville, on 
Lake Erie, heard two addresses recently 
by the Rev. Robert Wolf, chaplain of the 
Harrisburg Lutheran Service Center, his 
themes being, “When They Left Home,” 
and, “When They Return Home.” Contri- 
butions are now being received toward 
furnishing another room in the Thiel Col- 
lege Dormitory, the second from Messiah 
Church, The Ladies’ Aid Society recently 
assumed responsibility for a nurse in the 
Liberia Mission. A religious census of the 
community has provided a large prospect 
list for a Program of Evangelism. The 
pastor is the Rev. D, L, Houser. 

Speaking of rooms for Thiel College, in 
the new Women's Dormitory now under 
construction, here are other congregations 
of the synod that decided in September to 
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furnish such a room, at $1,000 each: House 
of Prayer, Aliquippa, H. F. Miller pastor; 
St. Paul, Corry, C. F. Hildebrand, Jr., 
S.T.D., pastor; Trinity, Freeport, B. R. 
Shaffer pastor; Holy Trinity, Irwin, P. N. 
Schnur pastor; Zion, Johnstown, Theodore 
Buch, D.D., pastor; St. John, McKeesport, 
R. E. Dozer pastor; and Trinity, Mt. Pleas- 
ant, R. L. McCullough pastor. 


At Greensburg there is a Lutheran 
Leadership Training School, sponsored by 
the Sunday School Association of the 
Greensburg Conference. It meets every 
week at First Church, Samuel Boerstler, 
S.T.D., pastor. 


Seven hundred three quarts of fruits and 
vegetables, together with miscellaneous 
gifts, were brought to the Harvest Home 
Service of the Harrold-Seanor Parish, the 
Rev. F. B. Haer pastor. In addition, an 
offering of $104 was given for the Old Peo- 
ple’s Home at Zelienople. The parish also 
gave $155 for the rebuilding of Rural Val- 
ley Church. Recently dedicated at St. 
Paul Church were a new oak altar and 
_ altar cross, an oak lectern, and a super- 
frontal for the altar—all memorials. 


The newly-purchased parsonage of St. 
James Church of the Youngstown Parish 
was occupied by Pastor W. F. Adolphsen 
and family September 12. 


In recognition of the conferring of the 
degree of Doctor of Theology upon their 
‘pastor, the Rev. E. B. Hanks, Holy Trinity 
Church, Jeanette, presented him with a 
doctor’s robe, and the red and violet stoles. 
Pastor Hanks had done resident work at 
Susquehanna and Pittsburgh Universities, 
with research and thesis direction under 
the Iowa University foundation of Wart- 
burg College and Seminary, Waverly, Ia. 


Community Services 

Ever since D-day, the Protestant 
churches of Vandergrift have been holding 
regular midweek services for the purpose 
of enriching the spiritual lives of the peo- 
ple of the community during this period 
of crisis. From 300 to 400 attend each 
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week. The chief emphasis at these services 
is prayer and intercession, with medita- 
tions presented by the local pastors in 
turn. It is intended to minister especially 
to parents who are anxious about their 
sons in the armed forces. In addition, there 
are union Sunday evening services, with 
an excellent response on the part of the 
people. Co-operating in these community 
services are First Church, W. F. Pfeifer, 
Sr., pastor, and St. Paul Church, M. B. 
Goldner pastor. 


The fiftieth anniversary of St. Matthew 
Church, Rockville, of the Brick Church 
Parish, was observed September 24. A 
basket lunch fellowship followed the 
service, and during the afternoon former 
pastors were heard. At the evening serv- 
ice Pastor J. Earl Reed and the congrega- 
tion dedicated a painting above the altar 
and brass offering plates as memorials. 


Loyalty Service 

Sunday afternoon, September 17, the 
Lutherans of Leechburg and Vicinity gath- 
ered in Pleasant Hill Cemetery for the an- 
nual Loyalty Service. This service was in- 
augurated in 1934, at which time a beau- 
tiful monument was dedicated to the 
pioneers who erected, on this site, “Salem 
Church” in the year 1796. Out of that con- 
gregation sprang the Lutheran churches 
that now exist in Leechburg. Taking part 
in the service were Pastors G. E. Bower- 
sox, D.D., W. E. Sullivan and F. E. Steuber. 
Pastor M. B. Goldner of Vandergrift 
preached the sermon. 


The ninetieth anniversary of Grace 
Church, Rochester, the Rev. E. A. Ortner 
pastor, was fittingly observed the week of 
September 24. Taking part in the services 
were the president of synod; Robbin B. 
Wolf, Esq., of Pittsburgh; and two “sons” 
of the congregation, Pastor Sidney E. Kuhn 
and Seminarian Walter Fetterley. The first 
service of this congregation was conducted 
by Dr. W. A. Passavant, in 1854 in a paint 
shop of the car works, and with overflow 
attendance. The confirmed membership 
now is 1,450. 
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Kays from the P. cific Woithivest 


Celebration of Fifty Years of Christian Education 


Tne Lutheran people of the Pacific coast 
have had many pioneering experiences in 
Christian Education over a period of years, 
Right colleges or junior colleges or pre- 
paratory schools and one seminary have 
passed from the active list. There is one 
left, and we would like to tell about it, 
That is Pacific Lutheran College at Park- 
land, four miles east of Tacoma, There is 
a Christian college, nestled among the 
evergreens on a 125-acre expanse, looking 
toward the massive Cascade Range, with 
Mt, Rainier in the background as a pro- 
tecting sentinel, 

October 12-15 inclusive, the Golden 
Jubilee was commemorated in a_ fitting 
manner, Inspiring messages were brought 
by pastors and Christian educators as fol- 
lows: “Christian Education on the Pacific 
Coast Through Fifty Years,” by the Rev. 
5S. J. N. Yivisaker; “A Sociological Ap- 
proach to Problems of Family Adjust- 
ments,” by the Rev. BE. C. Knorr; “Chris- 
tian Higher Education Between Yesterday 
and Tomorrow,” by Dr. J. C, K. Preus, 
Director of Education, N. L, C. A., Minne- 
apolis; “What the Church Expects of the 
Christian College,” by the Rev. R. C. 
Burke. The Women’s Missionary Society 
of the three co-operating groups, Norwe- 
gian Lutheran, American Lutheran, and 
Augustana Synods, had charge of one day's 
festivities, Dr, Preus spoke on “Growth 
and Power Through Parish Education.” 
Saturday was Foundation Day, and Gov- 
ernor Arthur B, Langlie of the State of | 
Washington gave the address at a ban- 
quet session, on “The Place of the Chris- 
tian College in Our Democracy.” 

Sunday climaxed the festivities with the 
sermon by Dr, J. C, RK. Preus; and ad- 
dresses, “The Privately Owned College in 
Our Democracy,” by Dr. Franklin Thomp- 
son, president, College of Puget Sound; 
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“The Publicly Owned College and Uni- 
versity in Our Democracy,” by Dr. Lee 
Paul Sieg, president, University of Wash- 
ington; “Pacific Lutheran College Looks to 
the Future,” Dr. S. C. Eastvold, president, 
Pacific Lutheran College. The fine Chris- 
tian spirit pervading this college bespeaks 
for it a great future. A little over a year 
ago Dr. Hastvold became its president, and 
ever since the college has been making 
progress. Considerable improvements are 
being made to the main building, and a 
building program for the future will ag- 
gregate one million dollars. The college is 
now fully accredited, and.has a fine group 
of consecrated professors and teachers. 
Under the fine Christian leadership of 
President Bastvold, the school will con- 
tinue to make progress. The Lutheran 
people in this area are ready and willing 
to share in this progress which is evi- 
denced by the interest and gifts that go 
to the school. 


Meetings at Longview 
Longview holds a strategic position in 


the Pacific Synod, due to its central loca-° 


tion, and also its good pastor, the Rev. 
John L, Cauble, and the fine people of 
Trinity congregation, who are always will- 
ing to entertain synod or conference. The 
Southern and Northern Conferences of 
the synod held joint sessions at Longview, 
while the Women's Missionary Society also 
held their annual convention at the same 
place, Among the topics for consideration 
were, “The Midland College Appeal,” by 
the Rev. L. H. Steinhoff; “Trends in Social 
Missions,” by the Rev. Stanley Holman; 
“u, L, C. A, Co-operation with Other Lu- 
theran Bodies,” by the Rev. James Suter; 
“Inadequacy of Doctrinal Statement to 
Achieve Lutheran Unity,” by Dr. F. S. 
Beistel, and, “The Promotional Program of 
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Synod,” by the Rev. John L. Sawyer, pres- 
ident of the synod. There are trends in the 
Pacific Synod which definitely look for- 
ward progressively. The officers chosen 
are: Southern Conference, the Rev. John 
L. Cauble, president; the Rev. R. W. Tom- 
erassen, secretary-treasurer. Northern 
Conference, the Rev. Stanley Holman, 
president; the Rev. Edwin Bracher, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


The Northwest District Luther League 
held an interesting rally October 1 in St. 


Paul’s Church, Seattle, the Rev. Edwin 
Bracher pastor. Leaguers gave inspiring 
addresses on the various phases of League 
work. After a fun period and banquet 
session, Dr. Samuel Miller of Lutheran 
Bible Institute, Minneapolis, brought a 
thoughtful and helpful address to the 
young folks. Officers chosen were: John 
Remberg, president; Miss Anna Rinaldo, 
vice-president; corresponding secretary, 
Miss Isabelle Weamer; recording secretary, 
Miss Eleanor Smith; treasurer, Ed Chris- 
tenson; historian, Miss Gloria Swenson. 
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Changes of Pastorates and a Golden Anniversary 


| 

Tue Florida Synod has lost several pas- 
tors in recent months. June 27, the Rev. 
Thomas J. Daly resigned as pastor of Holy 
Trinity, Miami, to enter the U. S. Navy 
chaplaincy. Pastor Daly and his congre- 
- gation made splendid progress in the work 
of the parish in increased membership and 
financial support. In 1943 the baptized 
membership was increased by 95, and the 
communing membership gained 38 over 
the preceding year. Holy Trinity, still va- 
cant, is being supplied by the Rev. Wilbur 
C. Mann. 


Henry Schaeffer, D.D., resigned the pas- 
torate of First United Lutheran Church, 
West Palm Beach, September 1, to accept 
the call extended him by St. Paul’s Church, 
Marion, Ohio. During Dr. Schaeffer’s term 
of service, First United Lutheran Church 
paid the parsonage debt in full, and re- 
duced considerably the property mortgage. 
The apportionment and allotments to in- 
stitutions will be paid one hundred per 
cent in 1944, 


September 1, the Rev. Robert E. Van 
Deusen, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 
Tampa, resigned to accept the call of the 
National Lutheran Council to be service 
pastor of the Lutheran Service Center, 
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Kansas City, Mo., and has entered actively 
upon that work. St. Paul’s is being sup- 
plied until a pastor can be secured by the 
Rev. Charles A. Mathias, pastor of the 
Tampa Lutheran Service Center. Pastor 
Van Deusen was secretary of the Florida 
Synod, and since his removal from Tampa, 
President Henry V. Kahlenberg has ap- 
pointed the Rev. N. D. Yount of Hollywood 
his successor in office. 


Improvements and Debt Payments 
Church property repairs have been made 
by members of St. John’s Church, Holly- 
wood, the Rev. N. D. Yount pastor. The 
church is now being repainted. Grace con- 
gregation, Lakeland, Dr. William E. 
Wheeler pastor, has laid cement walks 
about the church and parish house and the 
parsonage has been repainted. Trinity 
Church, St. Petersburg, the Rev. Henry V. 
Kahlenberg pastor, paid $3,500 in war 
bonds in September to the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions in its continuous reduction 
of the mortgage held by the Board. 
Trinity Church, Jacksonville, W. E. 
Pugh, D.D., pastor, is about to make final 
payment in full of an original $50,000 
mortgage placed upon the property at the 
time of building the church in 1928. The 
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amount contributed for this purpose in 
1944 was $9,500. 


Fifty Years in the Ministry 

September 30, 1944, marked the fiftieth 
anniversary of the ordination of Dr. George 
F. Snyder, stated supply of Memorial Lu- 
theran Church, St. Augustine. The anni- 
versary service was held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Tampa, the church of which Dr. 
Snyder is the founder and which he served 
as pastor for thirteen years. The honored 
pastor preached the sermon. Mr. Henry 
Kusel, charter member of St. Paul’s, spoke 
the appreciation of the church council and 
the congregation of the life and work of 
Dr. Snyder. Mr. J. M. Michelson, president 
of the council, presented the pastor with a 
gift of money from the congregation and 
friends. A letter of felicitation from the 
Rev. H. V. Kahlenberg, -president of the 
Synod of Florida, was read. A golden an- 
niversary cake, three-tiered, was presented 
on which were fifty golden candles—32 
to represent the year Dr. Snyder served in 


the Central Pennsylvania Synod; 13 candles 
to represent:his years of service in Tampa; 
and 5 candles for the years he has been 
pastor in St. Augustine. Members of 
Memorial Lutheran Church, St. Augus- 
tine, observed the anniversary with a 
party given in Dr. Snyder’s honor Sep- 
tember 30. The congregation expressed its 
affection by a gift of fifty dollars. 

Dr. Snyder was graduated from Gettys- 
burg College in 1891, and Gettysburg The- 
ological Seminary in 1894. He was licensed 
to preach by the Central Pennsylvania. 
Synod in 1893 and was ordained by the 
same synod the next year. He received his 
Doctor of Divinity degree from Susque- 
hanna University in 1922. During his min- 
istry he has had only four regular pastor- 
ates, the Church of the Redeemer, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa., 1894-99; St. Luke’s, Lilly, 
Pa., 1899-1901; St. Paul’s, Altoona, Pa., 
1902-26; and St. Paul’s, Tampa, Fla., 1926- 
39. He began his service as stated supply 
of Memorial Lutheran Church, St. Augus- 
tine, Fla., in 1940. 


Vows from Brooklyn, 7| Y. 


Anniversaries, Planning for the Future, and Present Activities 


Merropouiran Lutheran congregations 
of all synods are loyally supporting the 
work of the Lutheran Service Center, 39 
East 50th Street, Manhattan. Accessibly 
located for service men, this is a five-story 
residence, nicely renovated. On the main 
floor are lounge, game room, office and 
small chapel. The second floor has kitchen 
and dining rooms, while on the third floor 
are a library and sleeping quarters. The) 
fourth and fifth floors are also nicely 
equipped for sleeping. In all, there is space 
and equipment sufficient to take care of 
fifty men overnight. 

As in all our Lutheran Service Centers, 
emphasis is on a quiet, homelike atmos- 
phere with a decided spiritual note. Two 
full-time pastors are always available, the 
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Rev. W. G. Schwehn for the Service Men’s. 
Commission of the Missouri Synod and 
the Rev. James R. Long for the National 
Lutheran Council. Vespers are said every 
Sunday evening, and the chapel is available 
for private}communions and weddings. 

The program is under the direction of 
Miss Dorothy Jaxheimer. She contacts 
congregations and helps them plan their 
day at the Center. Ladies, young ladies 
and men go in to help for the day. They 
serve breakfast, lunch and supper. When 
St. Stephen’s Church, of which the writer 
is pastor, was in charge, 200 men were 
served. Since July, 8,700 men have been 
accommodated. You will be proud and 
happy to see your Lutheran Service Cen- 
ter in New York. 


The Lutheran 


The Christian Growth Series 

was ably demonstrated recently in Brook- 
lyn at Incarnation Church, Harold S. Mil- 
ler, D.D., pastor, St. Stephen’s Church and 
Emmanuel Church, vacant. The able 
coaches were Mrs. Mabel Fenner from the 
Parish and Church School Board, Mrs. 
John H. Sprock of the synodical commit- 
tee, and the Rev. Dr. Paul White, secre- 
tary of the United Synod of New York. 
Meetings were fairly well attended and 
reactions to the. material seemed to be 
more than favorable. 


The Rev. Gunther J. Stippich recently 
resigned the pastorate of Emmanuel 
Church to accept the charge at St. Michael’s 
Church, Philadelphia. Pastor Stippich had 
served this bi-lingual congregation for 
three years and was largely instrumental 
in bringing Emmanuel Church into the 
ranks of membership in the synod. The 
congregation is observing their sixtieth 
anniversary this year. They were served 
by the late Rev. Emil Roth for forty-eight 
years. 


~ Diamond Jubilee 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of St. 
Luke’s Church was marked October 20- 
22. At the congregation’s social the address 
was made by Dr. C. C. Stoughton, pres- 
ident of Wagner College. At the Sunday 
services of praise and thanksgiving the 
preachers were the president of synod, the 
Rev. Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, in the 
morning, and the president of the Long 
Island Conference, the Rev. Joseph B. 
Flotten, in the evening. 

St. Luke’s has had a long and distin- 
guished history. The congregation has been 
fortunately served by very capable pastors. 
The first incumbent was the Rev. J. H. 
Baden. Then followed the Rev. William 
Ludwig, the Rev. Dr. C. B. Schuchard, the 
Rey. Dr. William A. Snyder, the Rev. Dr. 
Stephen M. Paulson, and the present pas- 
tor since 1936, the Rev. Paul E. Schmidt. 
The present beautiful Gothic church was 
built in 1895. The large parish house was 
completed in January 1925. 
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Holy Trinity Church, Flatlands, is ob- 
serving the tenth anniversary of the ded- 
ication of their building with special serv- 
ices October 22; Thanksgiving Communion, 
October 29; and November 5 President 
F. R. Knubel of the synod preached. The 
Rev. Orrin L. Kosmo has been the pastor 
for fifteen years. The mission started in a 
store and continued in several stores until 
the present first unit of the building was 
erected. All but $2,500 has been paid off 
on the mortgage, and this amount is the 
goal of the special effort for the anniver- 
sary. The congregation recently purchased 
adjoining land and have $10,000 on hand 
to complete the building project as soon as 
priorities can be arranged. 


Dr. Sunday's Anniversaries 

The Rev. Dr. William F. Sunday, pastor 
of the Good Shepherd Church, observed 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of his ordina- 
tion October 15, and on October 24 the 
fourteenth anniversary of his installation 
as pastor of that congregation. In honor 
of these occasions four of the six choirs 
of the church took part in the morning 
service on the fifteenth and the guest 
preacher was the Rev. Dr. Samuel G. 
Hefelbower of Wagner College. Dr. Sun- 
day was ordained by the West Pennsyl- 
vania Synod after graduation from Gettys- 
burg College and Seminary. He did grad- 
uate work at the University of Tuebingen; 
Mansfield College; Oxford; and the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, where he received a 
Doctorate in Philosophy in 1921. Previous 
pastorates were at St. James Church, New 
York, and Second Church, Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


Improvements to Williamsburg Church . 

St. Paul’s Church, Williamsburg, has 
signed contracts with Herbert Matz, archi- 
tect, and with L. M. Neckermann, builder, 
to restore their church which was badly 
damaged by fire last spring. Plans have 
also been submitted for improvements to 
the chancel by DeLong, Lenski and De- 
Long. The chancel is to be a memorial to 
a former pastor, the late Rev. Dr. Hugo 
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Hoffmann, who came to St. Paul’s Church 
fifty years ago as pastor. 

Plans entail a complete restoration of the 
church and parish house with a reduced 
seating capacity in the main nave but with 
an auxiliary chapel and choir rooms under 
the galleries. The original Romanesque 
style of the structure will be preserved. 
The cost is estimated at from $95,000 to 
$100,000. The Rev. Dr. William G. Boom- 
hower is the pastor. 


Looking Toward Evangelism 

Plans are well under way for an evan- 
gelism effort in Brooklyn in January. To 
discuss this project a number of ministers 
were the guests of Incarnation Church and 
Dr. Harold Miller in October. The Rev. 
Dr. Oscar W. Carlson outlined a suggested 
program. The first meeting will be for all 
workers at the Central Y. M. C. A. on the 
afternoon of January 21, to be followed by 
supper meetings for district workers every 
night in Flatbush, Bay Ridge, and Park 
Slope. Pastors Weiskotten, Sunday, Miller 
and Jentsch are in charge. 

A number of congregations in Brooklyn 
are taking advantage of the fact that their 


people are buying War Bonds. In several 
congregations there are War Bond drives. 
One of the successful plans is being car- 
ried out by Good Shepherd Church. It is 
called “Stars and Bonds” and asks that 
every family with a service man buy a 
bond and that those families with no one 
in the services buy two bonds. The cam- 
paign is:not yet completed but is proving 
successful. 


Unique Services 

In a city like New York festivals such as 
Harvest Home are easily passed by. Some 
churches still observe this lovely festival, 
and among them is St. James Church, Ger- 
ritsen Beach, the Rev. Harry Pfunke 
pastor. 


Zion Church, Bedford Avenue, the Rev. 
Frederick P. Nissen pastor, conducted a 
preaching mission every evening October 
22-29, The speakers included the Rev. Dr. 
L. Grady Cooper, former missionary to 
China; Miss Helene Harder, former mis- 
sionary to Japan; President F. R. Knubel, 
United Synod of New York; and the Rev. 
Dr. Russell F. Auman, pastor of St. Peter’s 
Church, Manhattan. 


Kothestiex Te OE wes Gh 


The Rev. Paul H. C. Schmieder, pastor 
of St. John’s Church, Rochester, N. Y., 
since December 1930, has resigned his 
pastorate in order to accept the call of 
Bethanien Church, Roxborough, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. Pastor Schmieder’s father, the 
Rev. Henry C. Schmieder, had been pastor 


of Bethanien Church for twenty-eight, 


years at the time of his death in 1933, and 
thus the son returns to the scene of his 
youth, and also the place of his birth. The 
family moved shortly thereafter to North- 
western Canada, where Pastor Henry 
Schmieder did pioneer work. Pastor Paul 
Schmieder preached his last sermon in 
Rochester October 29, and the congrega- 
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tion held a farewell for him November 1. 

Pastor Schmieder did a highly construc- 
tive work in St. John’s. Particularly to be 
mentioned is the fact that he gave hearty 
support to all co-operative Lutheran ef- 
forts. He will be missed by his fellow 
pastors. Your reporter would take this 
opportunity to thank him especially for 
the fine pictures which he has supplied 
to illustrate the Rochester news. Pastor 
Schmieder, who is a graduate of North- 
western College, Watertown, Wis., and the 
Philadelphia Seminary, also served Zion 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., 1912-18, and St. 
Johannis, Philadelphia, 1919-30. He did 
relief work in Europe after the last war. 


The Lutheran 


The Lutheran Leadership Training School 
is conducting its thirteenth annual ses- 
sions at the Church of the Reformation. 
Classes are held for ten Mondays, begin- 
ning October 9. The courses offered this 
year are: “Introduction to the New Testa- 
ment,” by the Rev. Erich O. Brandt, Im- 
manuel Church, Webster; “Building a 
Youth Program in the Church,” by the 
Rev. Dorr E. Fritts, St. Paul’s; “The Life 
-of Paul,” by the Rev. Edward J. Simpson, 
Grace Church; and an appreciation course 
by the Rev. Alfred L. Beck, entitled “Lu- 
theran Art and Artists.” The last-named 
course is taken by all students, together 
with one of the other three courses listed. 

The Rev. Ralph W. Loew, new pastor 
of Holy Trinity Church, Buffalo, gave a 
highly-praised address at the annual 
banquet of the Training School, under the 
title, “You Can’t Go Home Again.” Officers 
elected at the banquet are the Rev. Erich 
O. Brandt, president; the Rev. Edward J. 
Simpson, vice-president; Clarence Neun 
of St. John’s, secretary; Howard C, Field 
of Reformation, treasurer; the Rev. Wil- 
_ liam M. Horn of Peace, dean; Mrs. Fred 
Schwonke of Resurrection, Miss Emily 
Kener of the Inner Mission, and Miss Ruth 
Derringer of Christ Church, members of 
the Executive Committee. Miss Derringer 
is also registrar. 


The National Mission to Christian Teach- 
ers will be held November 12, 13 and 14, 
at the Church of the Reformation, under 
the local sponsorship of the Federation of 
Churches, as part of a national movement. 
Meeting concurrently will be the State 
Planning Conference of the New York 
State Council of Churches. Among the 
nationally known leaders are the Rev. 
Oliver K. Black of the Federal Council 
of Churches, the Rev. Harold Cooke 
Phillips of Cleveland, the Rev. Edwin Mc- 
Neill Poteat of Rochester, the Rev. Ralph 
W. Sockman of New York, and the Rev. 
George A. Buttrick of New York, 


Rochester Lutherans are particularly 
interested in the election of Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry to the presidency of the United 
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Lutheran Church in America, since Dr. 
Fry spent most of his life here prior to his 
ordination. His father was pastor of the 
Church of the Reformation for twenty-five 
years before becoming the first executive 
secretary of the Board of American Mis- 
sions in 1927. 


Transfiguration Church, the Rev. Howard 
A. Kuhnle pastor, has just concluded a 
successful campaign to reduce mortgage 
indebtedness. Enough was raised to pay 
a second mortgage on the church of $1,700, 
with several hundred dollars more for 
other indebtedness. 


Bethlehem Church celebrated its forty- 
ninth anniversary October 15. The Rev. 
Carl Betz has been pastor since 1899, 
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The Alleghany Conference 
By Ratpo W. Birk 


THE seventh annual convention of the 
Alleghany Conference of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod was held in historic 
Trinity Church, Bedford, the Rev. E. L. 
Hauser pastor, October 24. We rejoiced 
during the convention with Trinity con- 
gregation in the celebration of its one hun- 
dred seventy-fifth anniversary. The edu- 
cational building adjoining the church was 
busy that day, as public school sessions 
are being held there since the disastrous 
fire a year or more ago which destroyed 
the high school building. 

This 1944 convention was one of spir- 
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itual emphasis and strengthening fellow- 
ship. We departed for our homes and 
fields of labor that night with a greater 
will to work and serve the Lord. The 
Holy Communion service of the morning 
session gave delegates and visitors a rich 
source of spiritual strength, for that day 
and many to come. It was in charge of the 
officers: President, Pastor C. H. Hershey 
of Altoona; vice-president, Pastor M. J. 
Ross of Bedford; secretary, Pastor J. E. 
Stambaugh of Jennerstown; treasurer, Dr. 
W. H. Shaver of Johnstown. The sermon 
was preached by Pastor R. B. McGiffin of 
Bellwood. 

Devotional meditations were given by 
Pastors Paul J. Keller of Martinsburg and 
John D. Foerster of Stoystown. Two pres- 
entations at the afternoon session were by 
representatives of larger interests: M. R. 
Hamsher, D.D., of Harrisburg, president 
of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, 
stressed the need of looking forward to 
those great issues which will face the 
Church; Superintendent L. D. Grossman 
of the Tressler Orphans’ Home at Loys- 
ville, Pa., spoke in behalf of the needs of 
the Home for better care of the children. 

Pastors of the conference richly con- 
tributed to the sessions of the day in three 
important presentations. Pastor J. KE. 
Stambaugh of Jennerstown led a panel 
discussion on “The Rural Church; Its 
Needs and Helps.” He was assisted by 
Pastors J. N. Fisher of Davidsville, G. A. 
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Clark of Karthaus, and L. J. Karschner of 
Newry. The timely subject, “The Church 
Facing the Post-war World,’ was treated 
by Pastors I. H. Wagner, D.D., of Somer- 
set, G. B. Harmon of Duncansville and 
E. A. Repass, D.D., of Altoona. Pastor 
E. R. Hauser, D.D., of Clearfield directed 
the reports of delegates to the U. L. C. A. 
convention at Minneapolis and was as- 
sisted by Pastors L. H. Rhoads of Altoona, 
M. J. Ross of Bedford, G. R. Heim, D.D., 
of Geeseytown, and G. I. Melhorn of 
_ Johnstown. One of the highlights of the 
day’s program was the address, “The 
Future of Foreign Missions,” by R. M. 
Dunkelberger, D.D., who left with the 
convention a quickening of our recogni- 
tion of world opportunities. 

The following new members were re- 
ceived into the conference: Pastors E. N. 
Bauer of Hollidaysburg, G. K. Bowers of 
Altoona, J. S. Hoenstine of Garrett, G. E. 
Bowersox of Salisbury, H. L. Rowe of 
Johnstown, G. B. Keidel of Summerhill, 
C, E, Held of Woodbury, R. R. Richards 
of Shanksville, D. W. Brown of Breeze- 
wood, G. L. Stahl of Hooversville, A. R. 
Knoll of Saxton, and R. W. Hahne of 
Cairnbrook. 

The laymen of the conference met in 
session preceding the evening service and 
elected the following officers for the next 
year: President, Charles Pyle of Somerset; 
regional vice-presidents, Harry Mann of 
Clearfield, John Wahl of Huntingdon, 
Sherman Wise of Altoona, Marlyn Fet- 
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terolf of Johnstown, Fred Sammel of Bed- 
ford, John Stahl of Lavansville; secretary, 
the Rev. Charles Shilke of Somerset; treas- 
urer, Dr, W. H. Shaver of Johnstown. 

The closing Vesper Service was in 
charge of President Hershey and Pastor 
Hauser. The evening address, “Laymen on 
the Alert,” was given by Dr, Carl C. Ras- 
mussen, professor of systematic theology 
at Gettysburg Theological Seminary. He 
urged all laymen to be students of God’s 
Word, promoters of Christian sociability 
and fellowship, shepherds of one’s neigh- 
bors and associates, supporters of the 
Christian program, and strong spiritual 
characters for the task. 
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Centennial Celebration 


THE one hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of Salem Church, Oberlin, Pa., 
the Rev. Robert C. Benner pastor, was 
observed with a week’s program October 
1-8. At the first service the pastor ad- 
ministered the communion and _ preached 
on “A Mind and Heart to Work.” At the 
Sunday evening service Dr. Paul Clouser 
of Middletown delivered the homecoming 
sermon. 

At the special gatherings during the 
week messages were brought by Dr. Jacob 
Rudisill, president of the East Pennsyl- 
vania Conference; the Rev. George Har- 
kins, president of the Harrisburg Lutheran 
Ministerial Association; the Rev. Harrison 
Zeigler, Shoop’s Church; the Rev. William 
Van Horn Davies, Messiah Church, Har- 
risburg; the Rev. J. R. MacDonald, Oberlin 
U. B. Church; Mr. T. P. Brehm, superin- 
tendent of Salem Sunday school for forty- 
five years; former pastors, Edwin Ding- 
man, J. I. Hummer, and Joseph Keller; 
the Rev. Charles Trunk, Jr., of Lititz; and 
Mr. Claude Meckley, postmaster of Han- 
over. 

At a social evening in honor of Salem’s 
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eight sons in the ministry addresses were 
made by the Rev. Joseph Janson, Trinity, 
Sunbury, Pa.; the Rev. William A. Janson, 
Messiah, York, Pa.; the Rev. David S. 
Kammerer, St. Paul’s, Littlestown, Pa.; and 
the Rev. John Earl Reed, Brick Church 
Parish, Ford City, Pa. Recognition was 
also given four ministerial sons unable to 
be present: the Rev. Paul J. Keller, St. 
Matthew’s, Martinsburg; the Rev. Wilbur 
Eshenaur, Trinity, Verona, Pa.; the Rev. 
John B. Rupley, Grand Island, Nebr.; and 
Chaplain George Felder, Jr.. U. S. N. R. 

Mrs. Daniel E. Rupley and Mrs. L. K. 
Young, widows of former pastors of Salem, 
were honored, and a message and a gift 
were received from Mrs. C. A. Hutton, 
also a widow of a former pastor. 

The celebration closed October 8, with 
the morning sermon by Dr. G. Morris 
Smith, president of Susquehanna Univer- 
sity, and the evening sermon by President 
M. R. Hamsher, D.D., president of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod. 

Organ recitals were given throughout 
the week by Miss Esther Nettleton, Mrs. 
Earl Copenhaver, Mrs. W. A. Janson, Miss 
Laura Garman and Mrs. George Felder, Jr. 

A historical booklet was prepared by 
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Pastor Benner and a historical exhibit was 
arranged and appreciated. 

The congregation received the following 
gifts recently: sanctuary bracket and alms 
bason; Sunday school door with memorial 
stained glass window; two church doors; 
Gorham brass altar vases; Honor Roll; and 
Common Service Books for the chancel 
and a children’s altar and appointments for 
the primary room. A new furnace was re- 
cently installed and paid for, and a new 
parish record membership system has been 
inaugurated. Cpl. John Bowman, stationed 
on Guadalcanal, sent his home church a 
$100 bond to mark his share in the cen- 
tennial celebration. 

The first service was held December 26, 
1844, in a schoolhouse with the Rev. Jacob 
Traugott Vogelbach, pastor of St. Peter’s 
Church, Middletown, Pa., as the preacher 
and founder. The first offering received 
was fifty cents. The pastor’s salary was 
$36 for his first year. The first communion 
service was held Whitsunday 1845 with 32 
communicants. The original flagon and 
goblet of the communion set have been 
placed in a beautiful glass cabinet ob- 
tained through the efforts of Mr. George 

Sheaffer, Sr., in October 1944. 

The church property was purchased 
September 12, 1846, from Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter. Brenner, Jr., for the sum of one 
dollar for one-half acre of land. The first 
church was erected at a cost of $670, ex- 
clusive of cost of hauling materials, and 
was dedicated November 22, 1846. The 
original building was remodeled and en- 
larged several times and in 1912 the pres- 
ent edifice was erected under the pastorate 
of the Rev. D. E. Rupley. 


Evanston, Ill. In the past two months 
the entire structure of St. Paul’s Church, 
Dr. C. -W. Kegley pastor, has been redec- 
orated. This includes the nave and bal- 
cony, seating 575, and the chancel and choir 
lofts. The organ also has been completely 
renovated, for the first time in twenty-two 
years. The heating plant will also be fully 
repaired, and by Christmas the entire 
parish house will have been cleaned and 
decorated. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL .... 
ORS 


So often brought to another by a 
simple remembrance. A unique, dig- 
nified greeting for any occasion is 
a lovely, colorful BOOKMARK 
GREETING—actually woven with 
fine quality rayon, giving the beauty 
and color characteristic of fine em- 
broidery. 144 x 6 inches, each 
BOOKMARK GREETING is car- 
ried by an aristocratic folder with 
enyelope—ample space for written 
greeting or message. Subjects are: 


The Lord's Prayer 1 am the Resur- 


The 23rd Psalm rection 
The Beatitudes (John 11:25) 


Pledge to Pledge to 
U. S. Flag Christian Flag 
The Ten Lincoln— 
Commandments Gettysburg 


On sale at religious book stores, 
department stores and other shops 
where greeting cards are sold. Price 
15 cents each. 


wrote 


a . QUALITY 
i ; WEAVING 
Set" COMPANY 


5513 Devon St., Philadetphia 38, Pa. 


THE ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The downtown Lutheran Church of 


Los Angeles, Calif. 
1329 SOUTH ALVARADO ST. 
W. S. Dysinger, D.D., Pastor 


“We believe the Bible and preach the Cospel” 
THE CHURCH OF FAITH IN THE LAND 


OF SUNSHINE 


} 
} 


“Some to the Church repair 
Not for the Doctrine, 
But the Music there” 


—Alexander Pope 


Yet, what are the hymns of the Church 
if NOt ao expression of its doctrine? 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, joy 
ot Heaven to Earch come down” : 
how close in this God seems, how real 
His infinite love and grace ! 


“ALL Hail the Power of Jesus Name— 

and crowa Him Lord of all” . speaks 
ot the divinity, the universality of Christ. 
Not only with words, but in the beauty 
of the organ’s anthem-peal of joy, its 
calm voice of devotion, its humble rev- 
erence of prayer . . , all these, speak the 
deep abiding faith that is in essence the 
spire of The Church, 
M. P. Moller in conceiving The Artist 
of Organs—The Organ of Artists, seeks 
co build an instrument worthy of this 
great faith—in conal beauty and in faith 
fulness of expression, 


MOLLER 


THE ARTIST OF ORGANS <THE ORGAN OF ARTISTS 


OO I 


—-_ 


ee a eae 


LLL PEPIN OOS 


HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND. 


She ee ee ee 


Lutheran <ranany 
CHICAGO Theolocical SEAR SEMINARY 


Remember the Seminary in your Prayers! 
In the midst of Chicagoland’s cultural and 
clinical opportunities, 


ATTRACTIVE PROGRAM 
For Pastors to be: Undergraduate curriculum 
leading to B.D. degree. 


For Pastors: Graduate work in residence lead- 
ing to S.T.M. and S.T.D, Also extension 
courses! alertly supervised reading. 


Write for duformation, folder, catalog. 
Charles B, Foelsch, Ph.D., President 
Maywood, Tl. 
Remember the Seminary in your will! 
Costa bbe ih edeaideareanaatasnanathanl AS baa Melee bh RSS SS, 
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The Lutheran Charities Cele- 


brates Tenth Anniversary 


Novemser 19 marks the tenth anniver- 
sary of the Lutheran Charities of Detroit, 
Mich. For this important milestone in its 
history the organization published a 24- 
page anniversary brochure which was sent 
to all its patrons. A special tenth anniver- 
sary Service of Thanksgiving was held in 
Cass Auditorium, one of the large audi- 
toriums in Detroit. Dr. William Sodt of 
Milwaukee delivered the address. 

The Lutheran Charities is an inde- 
pendent organization supported by all the 
churches of the National Lutheran Council 
in the Detroit area. It is governed by a 
board of directors of eighteen members. 
It was incorporated in 1934, and November 
18 of that year the Rev. C. F. Schaffnit 
was formally installed as the first super- 
intendent. Under his guidance the organ- 
ization has grown from a staff of one 
worker to seventeen, The annual budget 
has grown in these ten years from $5,000 
to $50,000. The total assets of the organiza- 
tion are conservatively valued at $110,000. 
It carries on work in seven departments: 
institutional, child welfare, a settlement 
house, a radio ministry, a branch in Sag- 
inaw, a book shop, and promotional serv- 
ices. 

The Lutheran Charities has been one of 
the most rapidly expanding agencies of 
this type in the country. 

Witrrep BockELMAN, 


The Lutheran Gospel Hour 


Tar Lutheran Gospel Hour, sponsored by 
the Lutheran Charities of Detroit, Mich. 
opened its eleventh season of broadcasting 
Sunday afternoon, October 22. Also known 
as “The Family Altar of the Air,” this 
broadcast lays special emphasis on devo- 
tions in the home. The Rev. C. F. Schaff- 
nit, superintendent of the Lutheran Char- 
ities, conducts the program, and the ser- 
mons are delivered each Sunday by Lu- 
theran clergymen of Detroit. Music is pro- 
vided by the Lutheran A Cappella Choir 
of Detroit. 

The Lutheran Gospel Hour is on the air 
every Sunday from 1.30 to 2.00 P. M. over 
Station CKLW, Windsor, Ontario, Canada, 
800 kilocycles, 


The Lutheran 


GIFTS 
for 


CHRISTMAS 


MARE SELECTIONS FRUM 


CATALOG No. 80 mailed this month 

to pastors and superintendents who 
oe will share them with others. A limited 

number available on request. 


HEPLETE WITH 
ok GIFTS of religious significance for all 


seasons and occasions. A _ special 
Christmas section features literature 


| and articles relating specifically to 
trom this festival. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATIUN HOUSE 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


CHICAGO I! PITTSBURGH 22 COLUMBIA 3 
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No spiritual weapon forged 
can equal a book. No power 
that is not of the spirit can 
bring victory. That is why our 
men in service need the spir- 
itual strength of a book, espe- 
cially a book of daily devo- 
tions. Here are two that lead 
in popularity and in ministry 
to that need. Both convenient 
pocket size. 


STRENGTH for SERVICE 


to GOD and COUNTRY 


Ina choice of binding—Khaki and Blue 
75 cents each; $7.50 a dozen 


ABUNDANT LIVING 
by E. STANLEY JONES $1 


Make sure your church’s men in 
service have one of these books! 


At Your Bookstore 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 


OBITUARY 


Reiner Herman Benting, D.D. 


was born in Champaign County, Illinois, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1890, the son of Herman R. and Isabe. 
Thompson Benting. Later the family moved tc 
Hillsboro, N. D. Dr. Benting attended Wartburs 
Academy and Normal School, Waverly, Iowa 
graduating in 1910, and then Wartburg Semi- 
nary, graduating May 25, 1913. On that day he 
was also ordained kin’ the Iowa Synod, having 
accepted the call to become field missionary a 
Toledo, Ohio. He became a member of the Dis- 
trict Synod of Ohio in 1914. He was marriec 
at Dubuque, Iowa, August 28, 1913, to Mis: 
Olga Beyer. 

While field missionary (1913-1919) he organ- 
ized Divinity congregation in 1918, Redeemer ir 
1916, and reopened services at St. Luke’s, Yon- 
dota, and St. Mark's, The Maples. Having ac- 
cepted a call to St. Mark’s, Indianapolis, Ind. 
he began his ministry May 1, 1919, and cele- 
brated his twenty-fifth anniversary in the spring 
of this year. 

While at Toledo, he took postgraduate work 
in psychology at Toledo University, 1913-1914 
continued his college education by correspond. 
ence, receiving his B.A. degree from Christiar 
College, and his B.D. degree from Eugene Bible 
College, Eugene, Ore., 1923. He was honorec 
by Wittenberg College in 1929 with the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity. 

Since his pastorate at St. Mark’s, the congre- 
gation has grown to more than 1,000 baptizec 
members and 800 confirmed. The present build. 
ing was started in 1921, the first unit being 
dedicated January 22, 1922. The cruciform 
church was formally dedicated December 18 
1927, making the total valuation of the churck 
property $150,000. The ‘parsonage was buil' 
under a former pastorate. 

For several years Dr. Benting was a welcome 
member of Tse LurHeran’s news letter staf 
from the Indiana Synod. 

Dr. Benting held many official positions ir 
the Indiana Synod. He was its president from 
October 1928 to May 1931; a member of the 
synodical Mission Board; director of Wittenbers 
College and Hamma Divinity School from 194% 
to the present time, and a member of the spe- 
cial Seminary Committee; member of the Ex- 
aming Committee of synod many years, holding 
chairmanship three years. He was elected ¢ 
number of times delegate to United Lutherar 
Church conventions, the last time, this year, 
but was unable to attend on account of his 
illness. His death occurred Sunday evening 
October 29. 

Funeral services were held in St. Mark’s 
Indianapolis, Ind., Ali Saints’ Day, with the 
clerical officers of synod in charge: Drs. A. H 
Keck, G. Charles Goering, and H. E. Turney. 
President Turney preached the sermon. Pastors 
of Indianapolis assisting were the Rev. D. E. 
Elder and Dr. J. S. Albert. Burial at Washing- 
ton Park Cemetery, Indianapolis. Dr. E. E. 
Flack spoke for Wittenberg College. 

He is survived by his wife; a foster daugh- 
ter, Mrs. George Ottney, Toledo, Ohio; two 
sisters, Mrs. Arthur Mergenthal, Hillsboro. 
N. D., and Mrs. Otto Bohlen, Corona, S. D.; and 
six brothers, John, Minneapolis; Herman and 
Martin, Hillsboro, N. D., and Ben, Henry and 
Simon, from Corona, S. D. 

Dr. Benting was a fearless preacher of the 
Gospel, a faithful shepherd of his flock, a 
methodical catechist for both children and 
adults, a conscientious pastor. His labors in the 
church were abundant; his energy, dynamic; 
his will, indomitable. The monument to his 
memory is the congregation of St. Mark's. 

J. S. Albert. 


The Lutheran 


Ds FAMOUS Wooks 


That Have Enlightened the Youth 


By CHARLES FOSTER With Bible Truths During, ‘Three 


Generations of Christian milies 


FOSTER’S BIBLE 


Xn STORY PICTURES 
RS se ere nine And What 
STORY OF THE BIBLE From Genesis to They 
= Revelation Teach Us 
Told in simple By Charles 
language. Adap- Foster 
ted to all ages, 
but especially to A complete 
the young. The gallery of sa- 
best easy read- cred art. 400 
ing version of beautiful il- 
the whole Bible, lustrations. A 
with beautiful complete pic- 
ictures. It ad- torial history 
eres closely to of the Bible. 
the Scriptures, Cloth bind- 
Fine cloth bind- ing, beautiful 
ing, beautiful cover. 


cover. Price, $2.00 Price, $1.:50 


FIRST STEPS STORY OF THE 

BORE RSS SOAR For Little Feet GOSPEL 
FIRST STEPS. IN GOSPEL PATHS By. Charles rosie? 
e New Testa- 
<< FORUTTLE PERT: By Charles Foster ment Story in chil- 
> First lessons in the dren's words — 150 
: oN Bible printed in pictures illustrating. 
Bes short, easy words. The events of the 


“First Steps” is the ter ad pater bigest an 
mother’s favorite. It * 
delights little hearers 8 ng et mot 
with the beautiful Complete and inter- 
esting story of the 
Bible story. 140 I- Life of Christ, Cloth, 
lustrations. beautiful cover. 
Price, $1.00 Price, $1.00 


S CHILD’S BIBLE IN BIBLE WORDS 
CHILD'S BIBLE By NINA KAYSER 88 page illustrations 


in. 
BIBLE: WORDS Tells the story of the Gospels in the words of the Bible, in 
_— | connected form, omitting those portions which a child would 
hs on not understand. 


There is need for such a Bible for the use of younger chil- 
dren, also as a teachers’ and mothers’ hand-book of religious 
instruction. It is suitable for primary teachers and mothers 
of young children. Excellent for gifts. 


Illustrated. Size, 74 x 5% inches. Decorated Art Cloth 
Binding. Price, $1.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA, 


860 N. Wabash Avenue 1617 Sumter Street 610 Smithfield Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois Columbia 3, S. Car, Pittsburgh 22, Penna. 
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e Bible that wull suzpuie Your! 


‘Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses 7%, 


WE nEw 
AADC TTR 


Bible 


) ahoMnvaK 


a 
NaS ih NX 


Gives Desired Information More Quickly 


55 Features * 7 Great Departments Make 
THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible Plus a Biblical Library in One Volume 
(Edited by Rev, F. C. Thompson, D.D,, Ph.D.) 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Dr, F. H, Knubel, President, The 
United Lutheran Church of North 
Americ “Having had opportunity to ex- 
amine carefully and also to use the New Chain 
Reference Bible, I find it to be unusually well 
conceived for assistance to students of the 
Bible. It contains more practical helps than 
any Bible I have used,’ Dr, Walter A. 
Mailer, Radio Speaker of the Lutheran 
Hour: “I use the New Chain Reference Bible 
with continued delight and would not be 
without it, | recommend it highly to pastors, 
teachers, students, and Bible yeadera,” Dr, P, 
O, Bersell, President, The Evangelical 
Lutheran Augustana Synod of orth 
America; ‘'I have found it to be one of the 
most useful volumes in my library.’ Dr, F, 
M. McConnell, Editor, Baptist Standard; 


“YT firmly belleve that a boy in the 7th grac 
can get more information from this Bible | 
two days than a preacher can get from o 
ordinary Bible in a week.'’ Dr, A," 
Seashore, President, Lutheran Collod 
Wahoo, Nebraska: “The New Chain Re 
erence Bible which [ purchased a abort tim 
ago ts a wonderful Wbrary, T have used it | 
my Bible study aw well asin my Bible tenel 
ing and find it the moat complete Bible whic 
I have ever used," Dr, Reinhold Niebuh 
Professor of Applied Christianity, Unio 
Theological Sominary: “Ita ayatem of re 
erences ls auperb, Tt contalna more practic: 
helps than any Bible T have used, Tt canne 
be surpassed aw a ‘tool’ for thove who tak 
Bible study seriously.” De, Loander § 
Keyser, Professor Emeritus, Wittenber 
College, Springfeld, Ohio: “Surely thia 
the Bible that ought to be in every home, 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More’ New Helps! 


: ii Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 
Hible, 

2, The Outline Studies of Bible Porieda, comparing Dibe 
Hien! History with Contemporary Seeular tastory, 

8, The Analysis of the Biblonsa Whole, 

4, The Analysis o h of the 06 Books of the Mblo, 

5, The Analyais of every Chapter ol tha New Testament, 

6, Tho Analysin ofthe Verses of thaentire Bible, 

7. The Numerioaland Chain Reference Syatens, 

8, Special Analysis of the Important Bible Characters, 

9, Contrast between the Old and New Testamonte. 

10, The Topical Trensury New Topios for Prayer Moet» 
ings, Men's Meotings, Wonon's Meotings, Missionary Muot 
ings, Young People's Meetings, eta, 

11, Special Bible Toadings for private devotions and pubs 
He servicon, Now and different subjgots 

12, Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Maul, 

13. Speoial Portraits of Jesus, 

14, Churt of the Messianic Stare: 

15, Chart showing cause of the Babylonlan Captivity 

16, Chart of tho Templo of Truth, Wusteating tho Sore 
mon on the Mount, 

17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross, 

18, The Christian Workors' Outtit, Obnpeclal value to goul 
winners, 

19. All Prominont Biblo Churactors Classified, Hating the 
Patriarebs, Leaders in Marly Hobrew History, Couragoous 
Reformers, oto., with meaning of their numes given, 

20, Golden Chaptors of the Bible. 

21, A Complete General Index of over aeven thousand 
names and places: 4 
pocial Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


Chart Showing Seven Hditlony of Divine Law, 
24, Graph of the Prodigy! Son 
25. Bible Mnemonios, or how to momoriae, 
26, The Erinal ples and Bost Methods of Mible Study, 


Pictoria! Hustration of the River of Hnapivation, 
Hible Markings, Explaining best methods of marking 
one's Bible, 

20, Concordance, 

80, Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly loonte 
Ing places, 

Othor Foatures In Toxt Cyclopedia 

81, Topionl Study of the Bible, Correlated Soriptures 
printed out in full ander 2467 topics and Bubstoploa, Three 
Gimmes as anys in any othar Bible, 

$2, Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible, Bnables 


you to atudy the Conatructive and Dentruotive Forces of 
Ato, with the Bible vernon printed out in full under aueh mube 
Jeots an Palthe=Unbellel, Lover=tHatrod, Courngor lear, oto, 

48. Lito Studios, aol’ wn Businesn Life, Homo Lif, Davos 
Clonal Lifo, The Surrendered Lite, ate, 

44, Hiblo Stories for Childron, A lst of 66 aborien to be 
road from tho Hible itwelf 

44, Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments Hated 
Jn Cheonolagtatt Order, 

46, Parables of the Old Testament, Parablos of the Now 
Teatamont, lating those given tn One Goapol Only, thoae 
given in Two, and thone given In Phreg, 

47, Titles and Names of Chrlat; of the Holy Spirit of God 
tho Mather; and of Batan, 

48, General Bible Propheolea, 

49, A Liat of the Prophota of the Mbte, 

40, Liat of Judges of taraol and Judah given in Chronologe 
Joal Order, 

41, Lintof the Notable Women of the Bible. 

42, Mountalos and Hilly referred to in Bible, Hvting the 
vod of Croat Eventa, 

44, Dictionary Material, 

44, Tublow of Time, Monay, Weights and Meanuros, 


Elovon Now Features Added In the Third Improved Edition 


45, Tho Tistorloal Wyldge, covering Interval between the 
Old and Now Testament, 

40, Chart showing the ILlatory of the Apontlor, 

47, Harmony of thy Gospel, cling reteronoou In different 
Gonpola whore evente are lyon, 

4h, Oplendac of tho Christian Mra. 

40, Tho PouteRosuregetion Appearancda of Jenus, iu 
tratod with wollknown paintings / 
. 0, Chaet of tho Bevon Churchow of Ania, desorlbed by 

oliny 

St, An Outline Milstory of tho Evangollatle and Missionary 
Work of tho Barly Churohy 

45g. The propheales Concerning Josusand thelr Mulfillinent, 
arrangod Chronologloally, with principal verde printed out 
in full, 

53, Map Showlna Approximate Distances from Jeruvalenn 
to Various Historionl Pointa, 

$4, Chart Showing (ho Lntorlor Arrangement of the Temple 
at Jerusalem 

55, Thiewwon Special Mwteatod Mapa Showlog the Jour 
noys of Jovus, Peter, Paul and the Jousnoye of the Children 
of Israel from Deypt to Cannan, Those are separate toaps, 
mnlnd youenot doveral crowded togather on one page, 


Bo 


B.B. Atvkbride BIBLE CO. 


DEPT. L-2811 MERIDIAN LIFE BUILDING 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


The Revised Version to given in the wide 
margin opposite the versed, wherever am ime 
portant differonee In moaning oooura, 


Be Fair to Yourself! 


See this special Bible with its un« 
Oquoled praclea 


alps bel you 


buy any Bible—-or you may regret 
it th 


ok your pastor 

Bible is se high- 

id by se many renowned 
ble Students, 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


BOOK 


AgentsWanted 


BB, KIRKERIDE BIOL CO,, 
Dept, Leet , Moridian Lite Bide,, 
Indlanapotia, Indiana, 

C) Without coat or obligation lo me, send 
n copy of the bie iowtiated book, “A New 
Nible for a New Day." and Call prrtloulane 
eonoerning the Third Tmpraved Rdftion of 
your New Chain Reference Mible, 


() Send your apechit terma to Representas 
tivon, 


Name, 


CL 


OILY. sor meernmenneasererenannn 


